ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING

TUESDAY, October 9, 2007 3:00 PM

2nd Floor Conference Room

I.
Call to Order:

Mr. Lipuma called the meeting to order at 3:00PM

II.
FOIA Notification:  Notice of this meeting has been published, and posted in 

accordance with the Freedom of Information Act and the requirements of 

the Town of Kiawah Island.

III.    
Roll Call


Present: 
Charles Lipuma, Chairman



 
Jerry Wilson



  
Jim Chitwood



  
Josh Dunn, ARB



  
Jim Jordan, TOKI



  
Eric Rice, TOKI



  
Norm Shea, KICA



  
Liz King, KIGR



  
Sarah Latshaw, KIGR

Also Present:
Cathy Wilson, Town Clerk



Scott Fister, KIGR

Absent:
Bill Connellee


Art Zackrison



David Elliott


Jennifer Hayes



Dave Achey

IV.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A. Environmental Committee Meeting for September 4th, 2007

Mr. Wilson moved to approve the minutes for September 4th, 2007; motion seconded by Mr. Chitwood.  Mr. Chitwood and Mr. Lipuma made corrections to the minutes.  With those corrections, the minutes were approved as submitted.

V.
OLD BUSINESS
A. Strategic Objective; Content, Format, and Timing


Mr. Lipuma suggested using the Town Notes as a means of delivering the strategic objective to Kiawah residents.  Mr. Lipuma stated that the Town Notes reaches a much larger audience because it goes to all property owners.  Mr. Chitwood agreed with Mr. Lipuma and stated placing a publication in the Town Notes is a simple solution.  Mr. Rice stated that pictures should be included as graphics and he would be able to provide those.  Mr. Lipuma and Mr. Rice will work with the Town in order to get information added to the Town Notes.  Mr. Lipuma stated that he would give more thought to the upcoming publications and the committee members agreed to do the same.


Mr. Rice presented a draft scoring sheets as a possible means for rating the different quality levels of “backyard” and “lot” habitats.  The habitat quality program will reward property owners who landscape their property as “habitat friendly”.  There will be three ranges of awards: Bronze, Silver, and Gold.   The habitat quality program will approach the lot scoring based on its structure and  3D arrangements of landscaping.  This unique approach to scoring will make the program different than the National Audubon Society and the National Wildlife Federation. The Committee discussed their habitat quality program and they have decided to move forward with the initiative.


VI. 
NEW BUSINESS:

A. Feedback on the October 6th, 2007 roadway cleanup day

No discussion due to postponement of event. Mr. Lipuma announced the Parkway Cleanup will take place on the scheduled rain date, October 13th at 7:30 AM.

VII. 
MEMBER COMMENTS:

A. Josh Dunn, ARB, announced that he will be replacing Jennifer Hayes.  Mrs. Hayes will not be returning to the ARB in order to stay at home with her baby.  Mr. Dunn will be in the office until a full-time replacement for Mrs. Hayes is found.

B.  Mr. Chitwood stated that the conservancy is working on a budget to begin the 

Painting Bunting Phase II and Bobcat Tracker Phase II.  Mr. Chitwood stated that the College of Charleston will be doing environmental research work with two Masters students, Mr. Gabe Sataloff and Ms. Sara Check.  Mr. Chitwood stated that this research will be a great data point for Kiawah Island.  Sataloff will be doing his masters work with the bobcat tracker and Check will be collecting data on diversity plant life and invasive species.

C.  Mr. Norm Shea stated that 9 of 12 alligator nests have hatched.  Mr. Shea 

stated that the remaining 3 nests are unlikely to hatch due to predation of the nests.  Mr. Shea also stated that Dr. Kelley, is nearing completion of his evaluation of Pond 77.  OCRM and DNR may be interested in continuing this research in other ponds of Kiawah Island.  Their recent research found that ponds 76, 77, and 74 have almost no living organisms below a depth of 3 feet. .  Pond 24 lost 300lbs of fish and Pond 12 had a report of several dead fish but only one was observed. Both were due to lack of oxygen and warm water.  As of the meeting date, 16 of 25 known residential mosquito misting systems have been registered.  Committee members agreed to help locate other systems.

D. Mr. Jim Jordan gave an update on the following: Wildlife calls, Town Website, Painting Bunting Study, and Bobcat GPS study.  Mr. Jordan stated that the Bobcat Tracker website has had 1400+ hits.  The Phase II of the bobcat GPS study will be starting soon along with new collars that allow for easier access and transmission of GPS data.  The Piping Plover surveys are continuing at a rate of 2 times every 10 days and are averaging 11 birds per survey.

Mr. Jordan listed the following wildlife calls:

· 9-7-07-Bobcat hit by car, Parkway/River Course Maintenance, uncollared juvenile female

· 9-8-07 – Vanderhost Plantation – Deer fawn hit/injured by car. KICA security euthanized the fawn.

· 9-10-07 – Seabrook Island – Large adult female bobcat cat hit and killed by car near Seabrook town hall.  

· 9-19-07 – Nuisance alligator report from 548 Skimmer Ct – not a true nuisance gator, just sunning in yard

· 9-22-07 – Parkway/Sora Rail Rd. – Deer hit and killed by car

· 9-26-07 – Seabrook Island – NOAA requested assistance with a reported 2 dead dolphins on the eastern tip of Seabrook Island.  Closer inspection revealed 2 black tip sharks in the 5-6ft range.  No action necessary.  

E. Mr. Jerry Wilson stated that fishing is going well on the Island and he will try to place new rules and regulations information around fishing areas.  

F.  Sarah Latshaw commented on the Annual Beach Sweep.  She stated it was a successful sweep with 60 volunteers. She stated only 6 of those 60 volunteers were Town Residents she wished that more residents would join in on the sweeps.  She stated that she is excited to continue her work with Phase II of the Painted Bunting Study.

G. Liz King suggested creating signs for the recycling center in order to make it easier to access.  Several committee members agreed that the recycling center is very difficult to find, even with a map.  Josh Dunn stated he would bring this suggestion to the ARB.

VIII.      CITIZEN COMMENTS:
               None

IX.
 ADJOURMENT
 Mr. Wilson motioned to adjourn the meeting at PM; Motion seconded by    

 Mr. Shea and carried unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 4:37PM.
SUBMITTED BY:_________________________

Catherine Wilson, Town Clerk
APPROVED:_____________________________



Charles R. Lipuma

DATE:__________________________________

CC. 
William G. Wert


Town Council


Tumiko Rucker, Town Administrator

