                          ENVIRONMENTAL committee Meeting




       November 13, 2007; 3:00PM


         kIAWAH iSLAND mUNICIPAL CENTER



             2ND FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOm





  Minutes

I.   
Call to Order: Mr. Lipuma called the meeting to order at 3:01PM.
II.   
FOIA: Notice of this meeting has been published, and posted in accordance with the 

Freedom of Information Act and the requirements of the Town of Kiawah Island.

III.  
Roll Call: 


Present: 
Charles Lipuma




Bill Connellee




Jim Chitwood




Sarah Latshaw, KIGR




Liz King, KIGR




Jim Jordan, TOKI




Eric Rice, TOKI




Norm Shea, KICA




Dave Achey, KICA

Also Present: Cathy Wilson, Town Clerk

Absent: 
Jerry Wilson




Art Zackrison




David Elliott



Josh Dunn, ARB

IV. Minutes: Environmental Committee Meeting for October 9, 2007.
Mr. Chitwood moved to approve the minutes; motion seconded by Mr. Lipuma.  Mr. Achey, Mr. Rice, and Mr. Jordan made corrections to the minutes.  With those corrections, the minutes were approved as submitted.
V.
Mr. Lipuma moved to change the current agenda to include Item B “Combining Meetings” under New Business.  Motion seconded by Mr. Chitwood and carried unanimously.

VI. 
Old Business: 


A. Strategic Objective

1. Kiawah Island Jewels in the Crown Article

The committee discussed the first “Kiawah Island Jewels in the Crown” Article.  Mr. Lipuma stated that he thought the photograph was very nice addition to the article.  He stated that the name of the article stems from the strategic communication objective of the committee.  This article was written by Charlie Lipuma; Jim Jordan and Eric Rice made recommendations along the way. 

2. Outline of Future Articles (Jim Jordan, Eric Rice)
Mr. Jordan presented a report describing the flow of future Jewels of Kiawah Island articles (See Attached).  This report listed the Jewels of Kiawah Island articles 1-6 and gave a brief description of each article along with a suggested author.  Mr. Jordan stated that each article should someway highlight the importance of understory on the Island.  Mr. Chitwood said that he was very favorably impressed with the outline and flow for the series.  Mr. Lipuma stated that this outline was a simple presentation of the flow of articles to the committee and that each individual article can, and will be discussed as it’s time arises.  Mr. Rice suggested using money from the Environmental Committee budget to create an insert of these articles into the Island Connection Newspaper.  Mr. Lipuma stated he had thought the same thing.  Mr. Chitwood stated that these articles would be very beneficial to the “Medallion” Habitat Ranking Program as they would provide a great reference for residents to refer to when planning to landscape.  After discussion, the committee agreed upon the presented flow of the article series.
Article 2 was discussed at length and decided that Mr. Connellee and Mr. Chitwood would contact residents and have them give a quote about a wildlife experience they have had on the island.  This information will be turned into Jim Jordan and Eric Rice in order to write article 2 using survey results from a 2006 Kiawah Island Community Association survey and the resident’s quotes.  Mr. Jordan and Mr. Rice both said they would like the article information as soon as possible due to the aggressive deadline of the December Town Notes.

VII.
New Business:


A. Feedback on the October 13, 2007 Parkway Clean-Up Day

Mr. Lipuma opened the discussion and stated that the clean-up day was a disappointment to say the least.  He said when he first moved to Kiawah Island, everything was a volunteer event and everyone joined in.  Mr. Lipuma said that only one resident showed up to volunteer at this Clean-Up.  Mr. Jordan stated that if it were going to continue this way, that it should be held on the weekday because employees were almost the only ones working the event.  Mr. Rice suggested trying to sale the Clean-Up as an event, rather than just a garbage pick-up.  Mr. Lipuma agreed with Mr. Rice and stated that something needs to change or it will just end.  Mr. Lipuma stated that the next Parkway Clean-Up Day will be advertised as an event on a weekday afternoon with wine and cheese at Town Hall after the Clean-Up.
B. Combining Meetings

Mr. Lipuma was presented with a request from Joe Bunting with Kiawah Island Community Association to combine all meetings dealing with environmental a into one joint meeting.  He stated that this would not be possible due to the structure of official Town meetings and committee requirements.  Mr. Lipuma did state that if someone were delivering a report, that instead of giving the report to five separate committee meetings, this report could be publicized and presented only once.
VIII.
Committee Members Reports: 

Liz King, KIGR 

Liz King reminded members of the upcoming KICA Pet Expo at Night Heron Park.  This event will have local rescue shelter staff available to provide information on how pets can be adopted from the shelters.

Jim Jordan, TOKI
Mr. Jordan presented the monthly Environmental Committee Report on the following: Wildlife Calls, Mt. Zion School Group, Town of Kiawah Island Website, Pilot Bobcat GPS Study, 2008 Bobcat GPS Study, Painted Bunting Study, Beach Aerial Photography, Piping Plover Monitoring (See Attached).

Mr. Jordan stated that wildlife calls reduce drastically during the fall and winter.  Mr. Jordan listed the following wildlife call:

· 11-5-07 Dolphin Stranded in tidal pool and was able to exit as tide came in 2 hours later
Mr. Rice and Mr. Jordan helped host the 3rd and 5th graders from Mt. Zion School at the Town of Kiawah Island Environmental Committee sponsored field trip to the Kiawah Island Golf Resort Nature Center on Tuesday, November 6th, 2007.


Sarah Latshaw. KIGR
Sarah Latshaw stated that Eric Rice and Jim Jordan did a great job at the Nature Center event and the feed back from the teachers at Mt. Zion was all positive.  She stated that some of the children on the field trip had never been to the beach before the Nature Center event.  She also stated that the first Painted Bunting study is complete and the conservancy has decided to fund 22 transmitters and funds for another researcher.  This project is under design and will be implemented during the spring.  

Charlie Lipuma, Chair

Mr. Lipuma asked Mr. Rice to get Ken Gunnells, the Town Treasurer, to keep a summary sheet on Environmental Committee expenditures in order to track where the money is being spent.

Bill Connellee

Mr. Connellee stated that a group from Georgetown has been developed in order to monitor and eliminate beach vitex.  If a person finds beach vitex, they are not supposed to pull it up, but rather call a professional to take care of it.  Mr. Connellee presented the final results of the 2007 Loggerhead Turtle nesting results.  There were 84 marked nests; 82 hatched; and 2 were lost during the storm.  There were 12 short staked nests; 4 hatched; and 8 did not hatch.  There were 2 wild nests; 2 hatched.  That is a total of 98 checked nests and 88 total hatched.

Norm Shea, KICA

Mr. Shea delivered his monthly report (see attached).   October rain levels were above normal, but the Island remains 23% below normal for the year.  The alligator nesting season is considered complete with a 75% nest hatch rate.  Dr. Kelley from The Citadel is finished with the primary investigation of the health of Bufflehead Pond.  Due to his findings though, he is continuing investigations to track the recovery of the benthic community at no cost.  Twenty-four of 31 mosquito misting systems have been registered by members.  
IX.
Citizen Comments: None
X.
Adjournment: Mr. Lipuma motioned to adjourn the meeting at 4:56PM.  Mr. Chitwood seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.
Submitted by: ____________________


           Catherine Wilson

Approved by:  _____________________

Charles R. Lipuma

CC:  William Wert, Mayor
         Tumiko Rucker

         Town Council
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