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ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING  
Virtual Meeting via Zoom 

September 15, 2021; 2:00 PM 
 

Minutes 
 

I. Call to Order: Mr. Jordan called the meeting to order at 2:00 pm. 
 

Present:  Jim Jordan, Chairman  
    Jim Chitwood   
    Jane Ellis  
    David Pumphrey 
    Pam Wilson 
    Scott Nelson 
    Jack Kotz 
KINHC:   Collie Farah 
KICA:      Lucas Hernandez 
KICA:      Matt Hill 
TOKI:    Aaron Given  
          
Absent:  Jim Sullivan 
    Lynne Sager 
    John Leffler    
KINHC:   Lee Bundrick     
ARB:    Sara Senst 
KIGR:    Liz King 

 
Also Attending: Dr. Scott Parker, Council Liaison 
 

II. Approval of Minutes: 
A. Minutes of the July 2021 Environmental Committee Meeting 

 
Mr. Nelson made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 2021 Environmental Committee meeting as 
amended. The motion was seconded by Ms. Wilson and was unanimously approved. 

 
III. Old Business 

A. Kiawah Landscaping Workgroup (Grow Native) 
 

Mr. Jordan had no update on the workgroup but stated that the Town is still pushing the Grow Native 
initiative. He stated that the Municipal Center re-landscaping project aims to replace dead, dying, or 
suffering plant material and the tall grasses and shrubs obstructing sightlines along the entrance 
roadway. The redesign will be done by the same architectural firm that did the Parkway using almost 
entirely native grasses and perennials.  

 
B. Shorebird Stewardship Program 

 

Mr. Given reported that the breeding season for shorebirds was done now, and the program will be 
shifting into fall and winter migration that includes piping plovers and other migrating shorebirds. 

 
C. Flood Mitigation and Sea Level Rise 

 

Mr. Hernandez reported that the KICA (Kiawah Island Community Association) Board was presented his 
initial recommendation for thresholds and trigger points and the proposed monitoring plan. They will be 
presented to the Community at the October Public Board meeting, and the Board will formally vote on 
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moving forward on the resilience plan. After the vote, the plan will be presented to the Town and 
Conservancy. 

 
D. Grow Native/Parkway Landscaping 
The project is completed. 
 
E. Rodenticides/Wildlife 

 

Mr. Jordan stated that since the last meeting, no results had been received on the two animals tested. 
Livers samples have been taken from two raccoons, two American crows, and a black vulture and will be 
sent in for testing. There have been a number of sick and dying American crows in the last months. Mr. 
Given has taken five samples that will be sent to DHEC (Department of Health and Environmental 
Control) for West Nile testing. 
 

Mr. Jordan reported on the Clemson Research Project. The graduate student, Megan Keating, was on 
Kiawah in August, where she met with several people and was also presented  to Town Council. Work is 
being done on Ms. Keating’s formal proposal, expected to be completed by November, and materials 
are being ordered to start the fieldwork in January/February 2022.   

 
F. Deer Management 

 

Mr. Jordan stated the first round of spotlight surveys would be conducted in October and a second round 
in December or January. Following the surveys, a recommendation will be made on potentially removing 
additional deer. 

 
G. Kiawah Conservancy Projects 

 

Mr. Farah stated that the Conservancy projects are moving forward as planned without any notable 
developments to report at this time  

 
H. Green Initiative Working Group 

 

Dr. Parker reported that the group would be holding its third meeting tomorrow to craft a firm working 
document with specific projects and timelines to be communicated to the general public. He felt positive 
that the group was making slow but steady progress. Suggestions seem feasible, and many of the green 
initiatives each of the entities have been doing individually, the public is unaware of, will be 
communicated. 
 

IV. New Business 
A. Plant-based Plastic Straws 

 

Mr. Jordan stated that a concern had been raised on the use of Polylactic Acid (PLA) plastic straws by 
retail establishments on the island. The use of plastic straws was banned when the Town passed its 
Plastics Ordinance, and while many switched to paper straws, others went to a PLA plastic straw, a plant-
based plastic that does not break down in the environment very well. While PLA is said to be 
compostable, it has to be composted an industrial composting facility. The concern is that the use of PLA 
plastic is not addressing the issue of straws remaining in the environment and causing harm to wildlife.  
 

Committee members engaged in an in-depth discussion of possible language changes to the current 
ordinance that could be made to achieve the intent better. 

• adding a definition of what plastic is - petroleum and plant-based 
• clarification of biodegradable and degradable –  

 materials used have to be biodegradable 
• education on and enforcement of the current ordinance 
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• the addition of banning plastic cutlery in future changes 
• changing the language of the ordinance would require following the new ordinance process 
• interpreting that Plant-based plastics are still plastics and therefore are not allowed 
• proactively notifying retail establishments on the clarification of the definition  

 
Following the discussion, Mr. Jordan indicated he would follow up on if an interpretation clarification 
would be all that would be necessary and then communication of the updated interpretation to the retail 
establishments. 

 
B. No Wake Zone at Captain Sams Inlet 

 

Mr. Jordan stated that Ms. Lauren Rust at the Lowcountry Marine Mammal Network requested support 
for their efforts to make Captain Sams Inlet a no-wake zone. While it is likely to be a challenge to get the 
State to enact a no-wake zone in that area, Ms. Rust sent a draft of a letter of support for the members 
to consider recommending to Town Council to send out.   

 

Committee members discussed the reasons for going faster than idle speed through the inlet, the 
challenge of enacting a no-wake zone that is typically around boat docks or commercial establishments 
and rarely in isolated undeveloped areas, and boats traveling at a high rate of speed in the inlet 
potentially endangering dolphins and kayakers   

 

Mr. Chitwood made a motion to recommend that Town Council send a letter of support, making Captain 
Sam’s inlet a no-wake zone. Ms. Ellis seconded the motion. 
 

Committee members engaged in an in-depth discussion of the question posed by Mr. Hill on if there was 
a measurable impact on the strand-feeding dolphins made by boaters and fisherman in the data collected 
in past years and if there was a need for the regulation in a public waterway.  
 

Discussion included the difficulty of collecting data on the disruption of dolphin behavior, the 
requirement to stay 100 yards away from marine mammals, data collection of boat speed faster than the 
no-wake speed, levels of concern, and the size or area of the proposed no-wake zone.  

 

Following the discussion, the motion was passed with one opposing vote from Mr. Hill.  
 

V. Reports: 
A. Town of Kiawah Island 

• 2021 Bobcat GPS Study   
o 5 out of 6 (17%) bobcats still wearing GPS collars 

 Two collars to be sent back for refurbishment 
 Four additional collars are to be purchased 

o No additional dens found 
 

• Alligator Calls 
o 19 calls this year 
o Two removed 

 

• Fall Migration Banding 
o Started August 15th  
o Slow start – 1400 birds caught 
o New project started recording bird calls at night in the dunes 

 Collect data to identify flight call rates of birds migrating over Kiawah  and to 
identify different species while migrating 

 
B. Kiawah Island Community Association Land & Lakes Management 
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Mr. Hill reported that last year’s spraying of the invasive plant phragmites, a wetland reed, was very 
effective with little regrowth. He noted that he had identified and sprayed a few species of algae 
having the potential to cause harmful blooms and sprayed other nuisance aquatics to keep the ponds 
in good health. 

 
C. Kiawah Island Golf Resort 
No report 
 
D. Kiawah Island Architectural Review Board 
No report 
 
E. Kiawah Conservancy 
No report 

 
F. Turtle Patrol 
No report 

 
VI. Citizen Comments: 

None 
 

VII. Chairman’s Comments: 
None 
 

VIII. Committee Member Comments: 
None 

 
IX. Adjournment: 
 

Mr. Hernandez motioned to adjourn the meeting at 3:45 pm. The motion was seconded and carried 
unanimously. 
 
Submitted by, 
 
___________________________                                
Petra S. Reynolds, Town Clerk 
 
Approved by, 
 
_____________________________                                
Jim Jordan, Chairman 
 
_____________ 
Date 

 
 



 

 

WORK IN 
PROGRESS 

 

The minutes for the November meeting are being 
completed and  will be sent to you electronically when 

completed and reviewed 








