TOWN OF KIAWAH ISLAND

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
Via Live Streaming
May 5, 2020; 2:00 PM
MINUTES
I.

II.

Call to Order: Mayor Weaver called the meeting to order at 2:00 pm.
Present at the meeting:

Craig Weaver, Mayor
Chris Widuch, Mayor Pro Tem
Maryanne Connelly, Councilmember
Dan Prickett, Councilmember
Klaus Said, Councilmember

Also Present:

Stephanie Tillerson, Town Administrator
Joe Wilson, Town Attorney
Stephanie Braswell Edgerton, Town Communications Manager
Petra Reynolds, Town Clerk
George Schneidmuller, Outdoor Spatial Design
Evan Brandon, Outdoor Spatial Design

Approval of Minutes:
A. Minutes of the Town Council Meeting of April 7, 2020
Mayor Pro Tem Widuch made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 7, 2020, Town Council
Meeting. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Connelly, and the minutes were unanimously
approved.
B. Minutes of the Special Call Town Council Meeting of April 8, 2020
Councilmember Prickett made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 8, 2020, Town Council
Meeting. The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Widuch, and the minutes were unanimously
approved.

III.

Mayor’s Update:
Mayor Weaver commented on the tragic event experienced on the island on Friday evening. The
incident in which involved an alligator was communicated by the Town and commented on how
reasonability the incident was reported by the Press based on the information provided by the
Charleston County Sheriff’s Office (CCSO) and responders. He stated the Town, when possible, would
try to get a better understanding of what occurred and if any areas need to be addressed to ensure that
the public and alligator cohabitate as safely as possible.
Mayor Weaver informed the members that CCSO has chosen to release the actual reports without a
narrative or final conclusion of the events leading up to or having an effect on the outcome of the
incident. He indicated the Town would be looking at the legalities of drawing a conclusion from all the
reports and summaries submitted to provide an answer to if the alligator’s behavior was a random
aggressive act or a provoked response.
Mayor Weaver stated the first responders from; STJFD, CCSO, KICA Security, and Town Staff were
remarkable, as was the response from SC DNR, County Forensics and Coroner. He also touched on those
who made a very heroic effort to protect and rescue a friend.
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Councilmember Prickett indicated that both families involved had asked him, on their behalf, to thank
the Town, and CCSO, along with all the first responders. He stated that not only were they professional
and helpful, but they have also continued to follow-up to make sure that the families have all the
resources available to them.
Mayor Weaver stated the Town receives from Charleston County a percentage of the Local
Accommodations Taxes (LATAX) they collect. The LATAX funding is a significate revenue source to the
Town and is used to support tourist activities, environmental programs, deputy coverage, and Beach
Patrol. The notification was received by email that Charleston County has made the decision to not only
suspended the second LATAX payment for 2020 but also suspended the LATAX payments for the 2021
year. He noted that the loss is a substantial amount and will include taxes collected during the time that
the PGA will be on the island. Mayor Weaver indicated that he had asked Mr. Wilson to investigate the
legality of the decision, along with requesting to engage in a dialog with Charleston County on the
decision.
Mayor Weaver indicated that it was the intent of the Charleston County Park and Recreation
Commission (CCPRC) to tentatively open Beachwalker Park on Friday, May 8. In a conversation with the
Parks Commission, the Mayor ask for a delay in opening the park. He cited concerns with the number of
people trying to gain entrance to the park, if park personnel were ready to manage the demand of large
groups without the support of the Town’s Beach Patrol, and the impact on Freshfields and grocery store
with large groups making purchases or waiting to enter the park. He also noted at issue was that the
replacement of the old boardwalk has not been completed and opening the park with the use of its
bathroom facilities. Mayor Weaver indicated that the situation is being monitored and will be another
challenge with the number of new people it will bring to the island.
Mayor Weaver called attention to the situation with parking in the pull-off area near the bridge. He
indicated this area is being used by contractors to access the island without having to buy a pass along
with being used as beach parking. Recently with the number of vehicles that have been parked in the
pull-off far surpasses the amount intended and a potential safety issue. Discussions have taken place to
consider ways to control the parking, but with no signage and limitations on restricting usage, a solution
is difficult. It is the hope that with the county parking opening, the issue will resolve along with signage
to be posted to restrict parking.
IV.

Old Business:
A. To Consider Approval of Ordinance 2020-04 - An Ordinance to Amend the Municipal Code of the
Town of Kiawah Island, South Carolina, Article 15 - General Offenses, CHAPTER 3 – Offenses Against
Public Safety, Sec. 15-306. - Prohibited Noise – Second Reading
Mayor Weaver indicated Ordinance 2020-04 was considered and approved by Town Council with the
first reading. The amendment to the current noise ordinance changes the objective description of noise
not allowed to a specific 60-decibel level during the hours of 11:00 pm, and 7:00 am.
Councilmember discussion included that there had little, or no feedback had been received since the
first reading if sufficient communication of the changes had been provided, and the option of deferring
the seconding reading to acquire further feedback.
Councilmember Connelly made a motion to table the second reading of Ordinance 2020-04. The motion
was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Widuch and was unanimously passed.

V.

New Business:
A. To Consider Approval of the 2020 Kiawah CCSO Permanent Deputy Contract
Mayor Weaver stated the 2020 Kiawah CCSO Permanent Deputy Contract was discussed and
recommended for approval by the Ways and Means Committee.
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Councilmember Said made a motion to approve the 2020 Kiawah CCSO Permanent Deputy Contract. The
motion was seconded by Councilmember Prickett and was unanimously passed.
B. To Consider Approval of the Amendment to CCSO Off-Duty Deputy Contract
Mayor Weaver stated the 2020 Kiawah CCSO Off-Duty Deputy Contract was discussed and
recommended for approval by the Ways and Means Committee.
Mayor Pro Tem Widuch made a motion to approve the 2020 CCSO Off- Duty Deputy Contract. The motion
was seconded by Councilmember Prickett.
Mayor Pro Tem Widuch stated as part of the budget discussion, the Ways and Means Committee
considered cutting one deputy from the third shift as a potential cost-saving measure. With no
consensus form the committee, the measure was not implemented, and with additional budget cuts,
the third shift remains fully staffed.
Following further discussion, the motion for approval was unanimously passed.
C. To Discuss the Kiawah Island Parkway Landscaping Project
Mayor Weaver stated that the Parkway Landscaping Project was designed by Outdoor Spatial Design
(OSD) along with a staff workgroup. The project, having been discussed in concept, reached a general
agreement on that work needs to be done. The look and feel of the Parkway are important to the
community, but there have been concerns with the potential cost of the project. During the bidding
process, the project was segmented into four areas providing a cost for each, along with
recommendations of potential options.
Mr. Jordan stated that in response to the project RFP, the Town received five responses, including a bid
substantially lower than the estimated cost. During this economy, the bidder, a small company, has bid
the project mainly as a way to keep their workers and bid at a different time cost may be significantly
higher.
Mr. Evan, with OSD, reviewed the design created with the vision of the Town in mind pointing out the
installation of the plant material and extensive repairs the irrigation system requires will require a sizable
investment. With the repaving of the Parkway OSD, recommended areas two and three be considered
first but pointed out that the cost of work in the additional areas may be higher in the future. Mr. Evan
indicated that having worked with the low bidder, Artigues is a reputable company who also worked
with the Town’s landscape maintenance company.
Councilmember discussion included the potential of lower maintenance and water costs in the future
and the savings in the current pricing as deciding factors. In-depth discussion of which areas should be
addressed and the reasoning behind the recommendations concluded with each Councilmember giving
their opinion.
Councilmember Connelly expressed her opinion that the repair of the irrigation system was very
important and recommended the completion of areas one and four. Councilmember Prickett expressed
his opinion to complete areas two, three, and four, leaving the area one which included the roundabout
as is. Councilmember Said stated that taking into consideration the significantly higher costs that may
be incurred with delaying any areas and having the work completed before the PGA, his opinion to
complete the full project. Mayor Pro Tem Widuch expressed his opinion to re-sod area two, completing
areas three and four. Councilmember Connelly followed up her earlier comments indicating that she
agreed with Councilmember Said and endorsed completing the entire project.
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Mayor Weaver questioned if they were any concerns with perceptions of Kiawah spending a substantial
amount of money on landscaping, given the current economic climate and pending budget restrictions.
Councilmembers reasoned that while there may be criticism, it was acceptable to advocate the
expenditure as a solid business decision along with completing only selective areas.
D. To Consider Approval of Charitable Grant Funding Amounts
Mayor Weaver stated that for a number of years, the Town had set aside an amount of up to $150,000.00
to be allocated to local charitable organizations with a primary focus on providing services to the Sea
Island Communities. The funding recommendations amounts have been reviewed and recommend for
approval by the Way and Means Committee by a 4 to 1 vote. The vote against the motion was based on
budgetary concerns.
A motion was made and seconded to the approval of Charitable Grant Funding amounts as recommended
and was unanimously passed.
Mayor Weaver indicated the funding of the recommended Charitable Grants has been budgeted in the
current fiscal year and represents many organizations that are supported by Kiawah residents in
addition to their need for financial assistance. He noted the availability of funds Charitable Grants in the
next year would be reevaluated during the FY 2021 budget process.
Mayor Pro Tem Widuch pointed out that in previous motion, Councilmember recusals where not noted
in the motion.
Mayor Weaver made a motion to approve the recommended funding amounts, excluding the funding of
the Kiawah Island Women’s Foundation, Sea Island Habitat for Humanity, and Respite Care. The motion
was seconded by Councilmember Said and was unanimously passed.
Mayor Pro Tem Widuch made a motion to approve the recommended funding amounts for the Sea Island
Habitat for Humanity and Respite Care. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Prickett and was
passed by a 4 to 0 vote. Councilmember Connelly recused herself from the vote.
Councilmember Said made a motion to approve the recommended funding amount for the Kiawah Island
Women’s Foundation. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Connelly. The motion was passed by
a 3 to 0 vote. Mayor Weaver and Mayor Pro-Tem Widuch recused themselves from the vote.
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E. To Consider Amending the Town of Kiawah Island Emergency Order 2020-02
Mayor Weaver began the discussion of Emergency Order 2020-02 by stating while the precautions for
COVID 19 are still in effect, at this point, changes in direction are occurring very quickly on both the
Federal and State Levels. While the virus is dangerous and contagious, it can be managed through social
distancing and appropriate hygiene. The management has now pivoted from governmental isolation to
prevent the spread of the virus to a direction of self-management as daily activities begin to return to a
more normal state. While there will be anxiety and concern on the part of those who feel things are
moving too fast, there is a need for a change in the Town’s role and approach. The previous role was to
put into place measures supportive of the regulatory approaches, along with communication and
enforcement. With businesses reopening the responsibility to make necessary changes to provide for
the safety of their workers, customers and community will fall on the private sector in the form of
guidelines rather than regulations or restrictions with people taking on individual responsibility.
Mayor Weaver indicated the Town would take on more of support that a regulatory role, with a focus
on having oversite to ensure that public areas, like the grocery store and beach, remain safe, along with
continuing communications on the virus. Councilmember Connelly stated that in her opinion, the
emphasis should be on personal responsibility in all aspects of returning to normal activities.
Councilmember Said agreed with Councilmember Connelly the exception of the need for more
regulation of the grocery store since it continues to be an issue.
Mayor Weaver, along with Councilmembers, reviewed and made changes to the Emergency Ordinance
2020-02 that went into effect on April 8, 2020.
1.

The Town’s prior Emergency Ordinance, Ordinance No. 2020-01, remains in full force and effect with the
exception that Section 8 of 2020-01 is amended to read the Property managers or owner of a Short-Term Rental
(STR) is prohibited from accepting new reservations for a STR stay with the first day of occupancy commencing
on March 25, 2020 through May 15, 2020.

2.

The following emergency procedures are hereby adopted, effective immediately, and to remain in effect until
May 22, 2020, unless otherwise noted, subject to termination, amendment, or extension by Council.

In addressing the Short-Term Rentals (STR), the Mayor suggested that items prohibiting the
reservations, occupancy, and advertising lapse at the end of the day, May 15, 2020, as stated. With the
opening STR, there will eventually be a significate increase of visitors and an impact on social distancing.
To ease the impact, rental companies have agreed to give renters information on guidelines before
coming to the island.
Mayor Weaver indicated that also discussed was the safety-risk posed by STR if not managed by a proper
cleaning protocol along with the medical advice to leave rental unoccupied for 24 hours. He noted that
additional discussions would be taking place with the major rental companies along with MUSC to agree
on best practices. He suggested the Town intends not to extend the STR ban. Still, if an issue arose and
deemed necessary in the interest of safety, the Town reserves the option to adopt a regulation to
address that issue. Further discussion included the major rental companies’ willingness to comply with
the 24 hour waiting period on the new rental and considering requiring rentals of more than three days
to limit turnover.
Following discussion, Councilmembers agreed to allow the STR ban elapse by the end of the day on
May 15, 2020. If deemed necessary, the Town reserves the option to reconvene by the end of the week
to discuss the need to adopt a regulation.
3.

Pursuant to CDC guidelines, social gatherings of 10 or more people, for any reason other than working at or
receiving essential services, is prohibited. Essential services include healthcare operations, utilities, gas stations,
grocery stores and all food and beverage stores, pharmacies, convenience stores, restaurants and bars but only
for take-out or delivery, hardware and building material stores, commercial delivery of products to homes or
5|P a g e

businesses, trash collection, mail and shipping services, building cleaning and maintenance, child care services,
news media, financial institutions and professional services operations, construction, pastoral care,
government operations, and any other essential services to maintain the safety, sanitation, and essential
operations of residences and other essential businesses. In addition, pursuant to Governor Henry McMaster’s
Executive Order No. 2020-13, issued March 23, 2020, law enforcement persons are authorized “to prohibit or
disperse any congregation or gathering of people, unless authorized or in their homes, in groups of three (3) or
more people, if any such law enforcement official determines, in their discretion, that any such congregation or
gathering of people poses, or could pose, a treat to public health.”

Council members agreed to no changes in Section 3.
4.

Property managers, owners, and anyone else involved in the advertising of a Short-Term Rental are prohibited
from advertising the STR’s availability from March 25, 2020 through May 15, 2020. As part of this prohibition,
any online booking calendars for units shall indicate that the unit is not available from March 25, 2020 through
May 15, 2020.

Council members agreed Section four elapses with STR.
5.

Property managers must inform all renters in writing of the restrictions contained in Section 3 of this Emergency
Order.

Mayor Weaver made a motion to remove all language referencing Executive Order No. 2020-14, leaving
the requirement for “Property managers must inform all renters in writing of the restrictions contained
in Section 3 of this Emergency Order”. The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Widuch and was
unanimously passed.
6.

Violators of the STR provisions contained in Sections 4, 5, or 8 of this Emergency Order are in violation of the
Town of Kiawah Island Municipal Code Ordinance Section 14-507, et seq., and will be subject to a civil fine of up
to $500.00 plus required statutory assessments. Each day of the infraction shall be considered a separate
offense. Punishment for the infraction shall not relieve the offender of liability for delinquent taxes, penalties,
and any other costs. The failure of the rental business licensee to comply with any sections of this chapter shall
constitute grounds for the immediate suspension or revocation of the license for up to one year, and such
suspension or revocation will not be suspended or stayed by an appeal. Violators may also be charged as an
infraction with any other relevant civil penalties contained in the Kiawah Island Municipal Code, or civil or
criminal penalties under state law, or federal law, including violations of S.C. Code Section 16-7-10 (Illegal acts
during state of emergency), and penalties authorized pursuant to Executive Orders issued by the South Carolina
Governor. In addition, the Governor has authorized cities to seek an injunction, mandamus, or other appropriate
legal action in the courts of the State.

7.

The Town adopts all Emergency Orders issued by the State of South Carolina Governor Henry McMaster related
to the coronavirus. As part of that adoption, the Town also adopts the “President’s Coronavirus Guidelines for
America: 15 Days to Slow the Spread of Coronavirus (COVID-19)”, first referenced in the Governor’s Executive
Order No. 2020-10, and recommends that persons “avoid social gatherings of more than 10 people”.

Councilmembers agreed to no changes in Section 6 and Section 7.
8.

Starting on April 4, 2020, no new check-ins or reservations are permitted at any STR or any other rental of less
than ninety (90) days. Guests currently checked in may remain at the same property and under the same terms
of the existing rental agreement or lease. Property owners and their immediate family may reside at the
property owner’s residence. Guests or property owners may apply to the Town for a special exception for relief
from these provisions upon a showing of special and extraordinary needs.

Councilmember Prickett made a motion to amend Section 8 with the addition of “through May 15, 2020,”
allowing it to elapse with STR. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Connelly and was
unanimously passed.
9.

All retail establishments that are allowed to stay open pursuant to Executive Orders issued by the Governor
must comply with social distancing guidelines issued by those Executive Orders, and must also limit customers
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entering the retail establishment to a single person per family or group at a time, except for shoppers with small
children when no other adult is present, and persons who, for medical reasons, require assistance.

Councilmember Prickett made a motion to amend the language to Section 9 to include “At any point
when a retail establishment is under a Town or Governor’s Order, which limits the maximum occupancy
to less than approved by building or fire authorities, the revised occupancy level must be prominently
displayed at all entrances. If applicable to the retail establishment, the requirement for “a single person
per family or group” must be prominently displayed at all entrances” The motion was seconded by
Councilmember Said and was unanimously approved.
10. The services offered by commercial businesses providing services on the beach, such as but not limited to beach
chair and umbrella rentals and setups, are hereby suspended for thirty (30) days effective, Thursday, April 9,
2020, at 5:00 pm.

Councilmember Connelly made a motion to rescind Section 10 as of May 5, 2020. The motion was
seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Widuch and was unanimously passed.
11. Violators of any provision contained in this Emergency Ordinance will be subject to a civil fine of up to $500.00
plus required statutory assessments. Each day of the infraction shall be considered a separate offense. In
addition, any violation may be charged as an infraction with any other relevant civil penalties contained in the
Kiawah Island Municipal Code, or civil or criminal penalties under state law, or federal law, including violations
of S.C. Code Section 16-7-10 (Illegal acts during state of emergency), and penalties authorized pursuant to
Executive Orders issued by the South Carolina Governor. In addition, the Governor has authorized cities to seek
an injunction, mandamus, or other appropriate legal action in the courts of the State.
12. All net fines (not including assessments or other payments directed elsewhere under State law) paid to the
Town for violations of this Emergency Ordinance will be earmarked and donated to a nonprofit or charitable
organization to be chosen at a later date.

Councilmembers agreed to no changes in Section 11 and Section 12.
Mayor Pro Tem Widuch indicated if there is a degradation of health situation on the island or a change
in the course of the Trend Line, his opinion is subject to change on the items that were supported at this
meeting. All remaining Councilmembers agreed with Mayor Pro Tem Widuch.
Mr. Wilson called attention to Section 2 and the date of May 22, 2020, as the expiration of the emergency
procedures. He made the recommendation that the date is extended 60 days to July 4, 2020.
Mayor Pro Tem Widuch made the motion to amend the expiration date in Section 2, be extended 60 days
to July 4, 2020. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Connelly and was unanimously passed.
Mayor Weaver reviewed the earlier discussion that by the end of the week, discussions will be taking
place with the major rental companies along with MUSC on the best practices on a proper cleaning
protocol, leaving rental unoccupied for 24 hours, and requiring rentals of more than three days.
VI.

Town Administrator’s Report:
Ms. Tillerson reported that staff would be resuming normal business hours at Town Hall on Monday,
May 18th, and all necessary precautions will be taken to make staff feel safe and protected. Masks and
hand sanitizer in available and plexiglass barriers are being installed at the reception and CVB desks in
the lobby and at the building services counter. She also noted that employees limit the number of
individuals in small areas and meetings.
Mr. Gottshalk reported on the Parkway Project stated that the work being done to raise the guardrail
had been completed. He indicated that the clearing work had been completed to begin widening the
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Parkway for the turn lanes. Banks will then be able to create work a work schedule and begin the
construction of the turn lanes also confirming the project is on track to be completed by May 18th.
VII.

Council Member:
a. Committee Updates
b. General Comments
Councilmember Connelly asked that as part of Public Safety, she reminded everyone to be alert and
cautious around Kiawah wildlife and to enjoy the outdoors safely and responsibly. She also noted the
programs for children that are provided by the Nature Center.
Mayor Weaver gave an update on the earlier message to partner with MUSC to engage the business
community better understand and think through better practices while reopening. He noted there have
been several communications and moving slower than anticipated but making progress.
Mayor Weaver stated he is taking with MUSC to arrange providing COVID antibody testing for the
permanent resident population on the island. He indicated the testing location would be on the island,
and participation will be voluntary. The testing will let individuals know if they have been exposed to
the virus but also give a better understanding of community exposure and the potential for a future
outbreak.

VIII.
IX.

Executive Session:
Adjournment:
Mayor Weaver adjourned the meeting at 5:15 pm.
Submitted by,
___________________________
Petra S. Reynolds, Town Clerk
Approved by,
_____________________________
Craig E. Weaver, Mayor
_____________
Date
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Town of Kiawah Island

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
Live Streamed

May 14, 2020; 4:00 PM
Special Call Meeting
MINUTES
I.

II.

Call to Order: Mayor Weaver called the meeting to order at 4:00 pm.
Present at the meeting:

Craig Weaver, Mayor
Chris Widuch, Mayor Pro Tem
Maryanne Connelly, Councilmember
Dan Prickett, Councilmember
Klaus Said, Councilmember

Also Present:

Stephanie Tillerson, Town Administrator
Joe Wilson, Town Attorney
Stephanie Braswell Edgerton, Town Communications Manager
Petra Reynolds, Town Clerk

New Business:
A. To Consider Approval of Resolution 2020-02 – Guidelines for the Re-opening and Operation of
Short-term Rentals
Mayor Weaver stated with the current focus on getting the economy going; businesses are moving
towards re-opening with owners taking on the responsibility of making start-up decisions. In many
cases, businesses will be operating under guidelines that are already in place.
The Town took the same position regarding the re-opening of Short-Term-Rentals. With many
Kiawah property owners renting out their properties, there were a concern some property
management methods did not have the resources or clarity to put in place the kind of sanitation and
cleaning protocols required. Having no guidelines provided by the state or elsewhere, Mayor Pro
Tem Widuch and Ms. Tillerson, working with MUSC (Medical College of South Carolina) and input
from the major rental companies, created a draft of guidelines for Short-Term Rentals. While
general, they try to highlight to rental owners and property managers areas of focus and preferred
or suggested practices. The guidelines are based on the recommended CDC/DHEC/MUSC guidelines
for the cleaning and sanitation of rental properties during this Covid-19 pandemic. They provide an
overview and direction, primarily focusing on the proper cleaning of the rentals, transparency, and
informing renters of their responsibilities during their stay.
Resolution 2020-02 – Guidelines for the Re-opening and Operation of Short-term Rentals
These special guidelines for short-term rentals licensed for operation by the Town of Kiawah Island are provided
to promote the safe operation of short-term rentals by ensuring that rental owners take measures to prevent
exposure of their renters and workers to the Covid-19 virus, and by making available information to renters so
they may make informed judgments about the safety of the rental property.
Rental owners are responsible for the safe operation of their rental properties. As long as the Covid-19 virus
remains an active risk to the community, to your renters and your employees, consider your ability carefully, and
that of any property manager or services providers you employ, to follow these guidelines.
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•
•
•

•

•
•

Clean thoroughly between guests. Ensure that the short-term rental property is cleaned prior to every rental
by following, at minimum, recommended CDC/DHEC/MUSC guidelines for the cleaning and sanitation of rental
properties during this Covid-19 pandemic.
Use effective cleaning products and procedures. Either post in the property or provide to renters at the time
of check-in a summary description of the cleaning and sanitizing procedures being followed. If you're using a
cleaning service, please confirm that they're using the suggested methods and products.
Allow sufficient time between rentals. It is encouraged to allow 24 hours between rental departures and
arrivals to reduce the potential for the contamination of the property by the active Covid-19 virus. If a checkin occurs within 24 hours, inform the arriving guests of the date and time of the last rental, the number of
guests, and provide a summary of the special cleaning actions that were implemented.
Properly train personnel or contract workers. Ensure all persons (direct employees and contracted service
providers) directly associated with cleaning or servicing of the short-term rental property and/or providing
associated services (check-in, pool maintenance, bike rental, etc.) are adequately trained and follow proper
health checks.
Social Distancing. Short-term rental property owners or its authorized agent should notify its renters via
email, rental website, or posting inside the rental the guidelines on social distancing when on the beach, at
retail stores and Harris Teeter, and on the shared use bike paths.
Guests with COVID-19 like symptoms. If they feel sick with possible Covid-19 symptoms, they are to seek
evaluation for Covid-19 and be tested if testing is recommended. If determined to be positive, they should
self-report to the rental owner or manager and should vacate the property or self-quarantine as
recommended by their physician. Following any such instance, the property should be removed from the
rental program for a reasonable period for the property to undergo an enhanced cleaning.

Councilmembers considered if adopting and communicating the guidelines with voluntary
compliance was adequate or if taking the extra step to pass them as a resolution was necessary.
Discussion of the guidelines indicated that while most rental management firms have already put in
place protocols that superseded the guidelines, some resistance to a mandatory 24 hour waiting
period was noted. The guidelines were modified to indicate the recommended waiting period as a
best practice, but reliably complying with cleaning and sanitation protocol as acceptable.
The members expressed the option that while voluntary compliance is preferred, formal resolution
as guidelines was necessary and would assure potential renters of the standard of cleanliness being
expected at Kiawah.
Councilmember Connelly made a motion to approve Resolution 2020-02 – Guidelines for the Reopening and Operation of Short-term Rentals. The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Widuch
seconded and was unanimously passed.
Mayor Weaver indicated that preparations are being made by MUSC for their first largescale trial of
antibody testing. The trial will be held next week on Kiawah at the West Beach Conference Center,
Monday through Wednesday, from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. The trial is a voluntary blood draw focusing
primarily on full-time Kiawah residents. The limitation intends to provide MUSC an understanding of
the level of immunity in a community and vulnerability to a future outbreak.
Mayor Weaver explained that with a limited number of tests that can be performed over the three
days, the inclusion of individuals outside of the sample group of primary residents would overload
the testing capacity. To manage testing, the suggested proposal, discussed with MUSC, is to test
primary residents on Monday and Tuesday, leaving Wednesday for those primary residents not
tested earlier, along with non-full-time residents, family members, and Cassique residents wanting
to be tested.
Councilmembers expressed their opinion that a necessary requirement before testing should be the
verification of residency with a driver's license. Mayor Weaver discussed the testing process, noting
that the presentation of a driver's license is part of the protocol and that proper detailed
communication should help manage the process.
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III.

Adjournment:
Mayor Weaver adjourned to meeting at 4:52 pm.
Submitted by,
___________________________
Petra S. Reynolds, Town Clerk
Approved by,
_____________________________
Craig E. Weaver, Mayor
_____________
Date
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TOWN OF KIAWAH ISLAND

ORDINANCE 2020-04
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF KIAWAH ISLAND AMENDING
SECTION 15-306 (NOISE) OF THE KIAWAH ISLAND CODE OF ORDINANCES
The Town Council of the Town of Kiawah Island, South Carolina, duly assembled, hereby ordains
that the Kiawah Island Code of Ordinances be amended as follows:
Sec. 15-306. - Prohibited noise
A person shall be guilty of disturbing the peace when, within the town limits, he makes,
continues, or causes to be made or continued, any loud noise of such character, intensity, and/or
duration as to disturb, injure, and/or endanger the comfort, repose, health, peace, or safety of
others within the town limits. In addition, any sound that registers more than 60 dB(A) at the
nearest complainant’s property line is prohibited between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.
daily. Decibels are measured on the “A” weighted network scale “dB(A)” using a sound level
meter of standard design and having characteristics established by the American National
Standards Institute. Loud and/or unnecessary noises in violation of this section include, but are
not limited to, the following acts:
(1) Loudspeakers, amplifiers, paging systems. The playing, using, operating or permitting
to be played, used or operated, any radio receiving set, musical instrument,
phonograph, loudspeaker, sound amplifier, or other machine or device for the
producing or reproducing of sound which is cast upon the community streets of the
town or upon the private property of another. This section does not prohibit the
reasonable use of amplifiers or loudspeakers in the course of public addresses which
are commercial in character or community-sponsored events, provided said events
end by 11:00 p.m.
(2) Domestic animals, birds. The keeping of any dog, cat, bird, or other animal which
habitually barks, howls, chirps, yelps, or cries on a continual or frequent basis over an
extended period of time so as to materially disturb persons in the vicinity who are of
ordinary sensibilities.
(3) Yelling, shouting. Yelling, shouting, feuding, whistling, or singing on the streets or
recreational areas of the town, between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., or at
any time and place as to disturb the peace, quiet, comfort or repose of persons in any
office, dwelling, or other type of residence.
(Code 1993, § 15-306; Ord. No. 2003-8, 1-1-2005)

[1]

Ordinance 2020-04

MOVED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED THIS 2ND DAY OF JUNE, 2020.

Craig Weaver, Mayor
ATTEST:
By:

Petra Reynolds, Town Clerk

1st Reading:

April 7, 2020

2nd Reading: June 2, 2020

[2]
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TOWN OF KIAWAH ISLAND

ORDINANCE 2020-05
AN ORDINANCE TO ADOPT THE FISCAL YEAR 2020-2021 BUDGET FOR
THE TOWN OF KIAWAH ISLAND, SOUTH CAROLINA
(7/1/20 THROUGH 6/30/21)
WHEREAS, the Town of Kiawah Island requires a budget to guide and direct its receipt and
expenditure of revenues during Fiscal Year 2020-2021; and
WHEREAS, Section 5-7-260 of the South Carolina Code of Laws, 1976, as amended, requires
that certain acts by municipal councils be done by ordinance, including the adoption of a
budget; and
WHEREAS, the annual budget shall be based upon estimated revenues and shall provide
appropriations for Town operations and debt service for all Town departments; and
WHEREAS, South Carolina law requires that a duly noticed public hearing be held prior to the
adoption of a municipal budget; and
WHEREAS, this duly noticed public hearing was held on the 2nd of June 2020, the public had
an opportunity to comment on the proposed budget; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED AND ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF
KIAWAH ISLAND, SOUTH CAROLINA, AND IT IS ORDAINED BY THE AUTHORITY OF SAID
COUNCIL.
Section 1

Purpose

This Ordinance is adopted to provide the Town of Kiawah Island with an operating budget for
Fiscal Year 2020-2021.
Section 2

Creation of the Fiscal Year 2020-2021 Budget for the Town of Kiawah Island,
South Carolina

By passage of this Ordinance, the Town of Kiawah Island adopts as its budget for Fiscal Year
2020-2021 “Exhibit A”, incorporated fully herein by reference, said budget subject to all terms
and restrictions pursuant to Ordinances 93-6 and 98-7 (ordinances establishing budget
preparation and administrative procedures).
Section 3

Budget Amendment

Council reserves the right to amend and alter any appropriation contained herein.
1
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Section 4

Severability

If any part of this Ordinance is held to be unconstitutional, it shall be construed to have been
the legislative intent to pass said Ordinance without such unconstitutional provision, and the
remainder of said Ordinance shall be deemed to be valid as if such part had not been included.
If said Ordinance, or any provision thereof, is held to be inapplicable to any person, group of
persons, property, kind of property, circumstances, or set of circumstances, such holding shall
not affect the applicability thereof to any other persons, property, or circumstances.
Section 5

Effective Date and Duration

This Ordinance shall be effective from July 1, 2020, to June 30, 2021.
PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL FOR THE TOWN OF KIAWAH ISLAND
ON THIS 9th DAY OF JUNE 2020.

_______________________________
Craig Weaver, Mayor

_______________________________
Petra S. Reynolds, Town Clerk

First Reading: June 2, 2020
Public Hearing: June 2, 2020
Second Reading: June 9, 2020
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Request for
Town Council Action
TO:

Town Council Members

FROM:

Brian Gottshalk, Public Works and Facilities Manager

SUBJECT:

Request for Extension on Emergency Debris Monitoring Contract

DATE:

2 June, 2020

BACKGROUND:
With the annual threat of hurricanes and other natural disasters impacting Kiawah Island, it is very
important that there is a thorough recovery plan. Part of this recovery plan is monitoring any and all debris
that needs to be cleaned up or removed post disaster. In 2018, The Town of Kiawah entered into a contract
with All South Consulting Engineers to provide necessary equipment and personnel to provide accurate
monitoring of debris cleanup that also meet FEMA monitoring standards.
ANALYSIS:
All South Consulting Engineers would like to enter into their first one (1) year extension to this contract, and
also add a second price schedule that would reflect a smaller disaster similar to what The Town saw after
Hurricane Dorian in 2019. This alternate price schedule is for a smaller staff and for a shorter anticipated
cleanup effort. This new price schedule does not take over for the original. The Town now has two options
based on the severity of the disaster.
ACTION REQUESTED:
Town staff requests that Town Council the approval of the first one (1) year extension of the All South
Consulting Engineers for emergency debris monitoring services as well as the secondary price schedule
that would be an option for smaller events.
BUDGET & FINANCIAL DATA:
There is no immediate change to budget or financial data as this contract is on an “as needed” activation
schedule. However, The Town is presented with an alternate pricing sheet that is adjusted in a way to more
appropriately reflect a smaller cleanup effort.

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF CHARLESTON )

)

AMENDMENT TO AGREEMENT
BETWEEN
THE TOWN OF KIAWAH ISLAND
AND
ALL SOUTH CONSULTING ENGINEERS, LLC

WHEREAS, the Town of Kiawah Island and All South Consulting Engineers, LLC
entered into an agreement on July 19, 2018 for the purpose of the monitoring of disaster
generated debris removal, management and technical assistance.
WHEREAS, the Town and All South Consulting Engineers, LLC wish to amend said
agreement in the following particulars:
1. TERM: This agreement term shall be extended for an additional one year term
commencing on July 19, 2020 and expiring on July 18, 2021.
2. COMPENSATION: This agreement is amended with the addition of APPENDIX “B”
providing hourly labor rates for minor disaster debris monitoring assistance.
All other provisions of the agreement entered into on July 19, 2018 shall remain in full force
and effect.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF the parties hereto have executed this Amendment this 2nd day of
June, 2020.

WITNESSES
_________________________
_________________________

TOWN OF KIAWAH ISLAND

By:
Its:

____________________________
Craig Weaver
Mayor

ALL SOUTH CONSULTING ENGINEERS, LLC
_________________________
_________________________

By:
Its:

____________________________

APPENDIX “B”

www.ascellc.com

March 4, 2020

Mr. Brian Gottshalk
Public Works Manag'er
Town of Kiawah Island
4475 Betsy Kerrison Parky.iay
Kiawah Island, SC 29455
RE:

Minor Disaster Declaration Activation Costs per Town of Kiawah lslan-d/AII South Consulting
Engineers, LLC Contract dated July 19, 2018

Dear Brian:
Per your request, All South Consulting Engineers is pleased to provide the following proposal for
minor disaster debris monitoring assistance for federally declared disasters where the Town of
Kiawah Island directly oversees the Island's debris clean up. This proposal would not apply for
major disasters in which the Town of Kiawah Island mobilize Phillips and Jordan for the disaster
debris clean up.
As we discussed, our proposal assumes a minor disaster event like 2019 Hurricane Dorian, where
the Town collected approximately 25,000 cubic yards of debris, with a short incident timeframe. For
such an event, All South would:
•
•
•

Provide a full-time on-site Debris Manager to oversee debris monitors and provide
debris monitoring guidance in compliance with FEMA requirements,
Hire local debris monitors, whenever possible, to minimize travel and lodging costs,
Provide off-site Administrative support from All South's Metairie, Louisiana office for
FEMA document compliance, record keeping and Project Worksheet (PW)
formulation

We would assume a cost of $1,800/day, inclusive of hotel, transportation and travel for All South's
full-time on-site Debris Manager. Local hire Debris Monitors rates would be $55/hour, with no travel
and lodging. Off-site Grants Managers, Grant Specialists and off-site Clerical/Administrative staff
would be billed per our existing contract. We can certainly work with the Town of Kiawah to develop
other staffing options depending on the specific disaster needs as they arise.
I look forward to hearing from you and am happy to answer any questions.
Sincerely,

Metairie
652 Papworth Avenue
Metairie, LA 70005
Tel 504-322-2783

Belle Chasse
305A Main Street
Belle Chasse, LA 70037
Tel 504-394-4424

Houma
302 School Street
Houma, LA 70360
Tel 985-537-8893

Raceland
37 44 Highway 1
Raceland, LA 70394
Tel 985-537 -8893

Baton Rouge
8000 GSRI Avenue
Baton Rouge, LA 70820
Tel 225-532-1406

Town of Kiawah Island
SATAX Funding Recommenations
FY 2020-2021
Category
#

Project

Applicant Sponsor

2020/2021
Application
Request

2018/2019
2019/2020
Funded Amount Funded Amount

SATAX Committee
Ways & Means
Percentage Funding
Funding
Funding
Recommmendation
Recommendation Recommendation

2

Events Promotion

Freshfields Village

$

15,000

$

15,000

$

20,000

11,357

11,357

2%

1

Marketing & Advertising Promoting Tourism

Freshfields Village

$

35,000

$

33,000

$

55,000

32,071

32,071

4%

1

Public Access Events

Kiawah Island Golf Resort

$

435,000

$

435,000

$

435,000

332,143

332,143

45%

6

2021 PGA Championship

Professional Golfer's Association of America

$

120,000

$

120,000

$

120,000

120,000

120,000

16%

4

Beach Patrol

Town of Kiawah Island

$

100,000

$

100,000

$

50,000

48,429

48,429

7%

4

Charleston County Sherriff Deputies

Town of Kiawah Island

$

385,000

$

382,000

$

191,000

186,000

186,000

25%

10,000 $
1,100,000 $

15,000

1,100,000

$
$

871,000

730,000

730,000

100%

Total Available for Funding

$

860,000

$

730,000

730,000

730,000

Anticipated 2019/2020 Reduction in Funding Amount for the Kiawah Island Golf Resort

$

(107,000)

Total in excess of Funding

$

Cars of Kiawah

Kiawah Island Motoring Retreat
Totals for Year Ending

$
$

(133,000) $

(141,000) $

State Gudelines for each category:
Tourism-related expenditures include:
1 advertising and promotion of tourism so as to develop and increase tourist attendance through the generation of publicity

2 promotion of the arts and cultural events
3 construction, maintenance, and operation of facilities for civic and cultural activities including construction and maintenance of access and other nearby
roads and utilities for the facilities

4 the criminal justice system, law enforcement, fire protection, solid waste collection, and health facilities when required to serve tourists and tourist
facilities. This is based on the estimated percentage of costs directly attributed to tourists

5
6
7
8

public facilities such as restrooms, dressing rooms, parks, and parking lots
tourist shuttle transportation
control and repair of waterfront erosion
operating visitor information centers

$

-

$

-

$

-

$

-

Request for Town Council Action
TO:

Mayor and Members of Town Council

FROM:

Stephanie Monroe Tillerson, AICP, Town Administrator

SUBJECT:

Kiawah Island Parkway Landscape Project

DATE:

June 2, 2020

BACKGROUND:
On May 26, 2020, Ways and Means approved and recommended to Town Council the Kiawah Island Parkway
Landscape project be awarded to Artiques as follows:
1. Enter into a contract with Artiques in an amount not to exceed $500,000.
2. Sections 3 and 4 are approved as presented on Outdoor Spatial Design plan.
3. Section 2 – Re-engineer the design not to include plantings on private property; and to provide an updated
cost to replace what was there prior to the paving project. So, looking at only Sod, trees, irrigation.
4. Section 1 - Landscaping of the four (4) islands, including trimming of vegetation in the round-about.
ACTION REQUESTED:
Ways and Means recommended approval of Artiques as the successful bidder for the Kiawah Island Parkway
Landscape project with the four (4) above listed provisions.
BUDGET DATA: The FY21 proposed budget includes a line item for $500,000 towards the cost of this project.
Funding source – 85% from Restricted Funds (hospitality and local ATAX) and 15% from General Fund.

Kiawah Arts & Cultural Events Council
2020 Quarter 1 At A Glance

By the
Numbers

Highlight Reel
Liquid Pleasure sold-out in
record time and the band once
again lived up to their legendary
reputation.

2,910*

Tickets Distributed by Town

13

Programs & Performances

5

No Charge Events

The Travelin’ McCourys
performed in East Beach
Conference Center to an
enthusiastic crowd.

600+

Property Owners
Registered for
Resident Access

The Arts Council collaborated
with Tomasso on Valentine’s
Day to create an evening of fine
dining and opera!

7

Venues Used

8

Musical Genres Represented
*Excludes ticket sales that are
conducted and retained by outside
event producers.
Ex: The Charleston Jazz Orchestra

Local favorite Yuriy Bekker put
together a stellar quartet which
was received at Church of Our
Saviour by a sold-out crowd.

