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COMMUNITY PLANNING WORKSHOP 
Beachwalker Drive Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety  

 
Kiawah Island Municipal Center 

Council Chambers 
June 10, 2021; 2:00PM 

 
Meeting Summary  

 

On Thursday June 10, 2021, stakeholders of Beachwalker Drive and the Kiawah Island community convened for 
a planning workshop to review the proposed preliminary findings of the Beachwalker Drive Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Safety Action Plan.  

 
The following persons were present: John Taylor, Jr. Brian Gottshalk, Dillon Turner, Scott Parker, John Moffitt, 
Will Connor, Tony Elder, Shannon White, Kaycee Poston, Jamie Branch, Sara Senst, Mark Permar, Andy Capelli, 
Gaye Stathis, Brad McIlvain, Patty Newshultz, Fred Whittle, Brad Belt, Grier Bomar, and Philip Macchia. 
 
Mr. John Taylor, Jr., Planning Director for the Town provided opening remarks about the purpose of the day 
which were to receive initial public comments and general direction of the proposed Beachwalker Drive 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Action Plan. Attendees present briefly introduced themselves to the group. 
Brian Gottshalk, Public Works Manager provided remarks on the project scope and introduced Mr. Dillon 
Turner, Project Manager for Kimley-Horn. The project scope highlights leisure trail improvements along 
Beachwalker Drive to include the intersection of Beachwalker Drive and Kiawah Island Parkway.  
 

The purpose of this plan will be to analyze continuous bicycle paths, analyzed options for raised 
pedestrian crossings, and analyze safety options for the cohesion between bicycles, pedestrians, and 
vehicles. To supplement the Beachwalker Drive Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Action Plan, Kimley-Horn 
will analyze the potential geometric improvements to the Beachwalker Drive at Kiawah Island Parkway 
intersection. The suggested improvements will focus on pedestrian and bicycle connectivity within the 
intersection.  

 
Following Mr. Gottshalk’s comments, Mr. Turner, shared a presentation of the study approach and study 
timeline for the recommended proposal. Mr. Turner highlighted the data collection process, the 
observations made in the field and reviewed the Beachwalker Drive bicycle and pedestrian safety 
improvement recommendations.  
 
Mr. Turner discussed the field observations made, which included the leisure trail pathway connected to 
Oyster Rake community that leads into the middle of the intersection of Beachwalker Drive and Kiawah 
Island Parkway, unmarked pathways at Riverview, tree roots breaking up path asphalt, too narrow pathways 
for multiple bicyclists, inconsistent pathway widths and limited sight distances for vehicular right turns at 
Sunlet Bend and Belmeade Hall. Mr. Turner reviewed the recommended concepts which would respond to 



the data and field observations. The improvement recommendations along Beachwalker Drive included 
constructing a raised concrete crosswalk across Beachwalker Drive at the Duneside crossing, widening the 
existing pathway to a consistent 8’ wide pathway, introducing a Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon (RRFB) 
to amplify safe pedestrian crossing, implementing new high visibility crosswalk markings, extending the 
path and creating a new curb at the intersections of Beachwalker Drive and Belmeade Hall and Beachwalker 
and Sunlet Bend to create safer sight lines for vehicles, pedestrians and bicyclists, and reconstructing areas 
of the disrupted path due to tree roots.  
 
The recommendations provided at the intersection of Beachwalker Drive and Kiawah Island Parkway 
included options for the pathway crossing adjacent to Oyster Rake community near the main gate and 
options for revised intersection geometry. These included suggested lane adjustments for how vehicles 
maneuver to enter and exit Beachwalker Drive from Kiawah Island Parkway, as well as exit the main gate 
and leave the island. Mr. Turner shared that he has been in communication with the Kiawah Island 
Community Association on their planning efforts and will provide refined concepts based on additional 
information received. 
 
Following Mr. Turner’s presentation, attendees participated in a question-and-answer session on the 
explained concepts and provided some initial feedback to town staff. Attendees acknowledged the 
opportunity for improved safety along Beachwalker Drive and opportunity for traffic improvements at the 
intersection of Kiawah Island Parkway and Kiawah Beach Drive. Mr. Taylor echoed the importance of 
coordination between the entities on Island, especially the Town and the Kiawah Island Community 
Association in addressing some of the traffic concerns beyond the scope of the project. He also shared that 
the concepts will be posted online, and the community at large will be able to provide public comments for 
consideration.  This concluded the workshop. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


