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Update & Preview

Tickets are available online at www.kiawahisland.org/events. All events are open to the public, but Kiawah property owners have a
3-day lead time on tickets for Arts Council events. *Cultural events (gold) have only one release date.
We are thrilled to be returning to live in-person events and
grateful to the area venues and vendors who are making
this season possible.

August
Charleston Jazz Orchestra Ellington at Newport

As we navigate the return to normal, you will notice some
changes, large and small. Due to unprecedented demand
for venue space, we've had to be more flexible with dates
and locations to bring our patrons a complete season.
Please review the following information as we prepare
to welcome you back:

Staffing

Sunday, August 15, 2021
West Beach Conf. Center | 7:30 p.m.
Tickets Available Now
Cost: $25

September
The Charlestones

Patrons can expect to see some new, friendly faces at our
events! This season, we will be contracting professional
event staff to provide ticket scanning and support to our
resident volunteers.

Sunday, September 19, 2021
Church of Our Saviour | 4 p.m.
Ticket Release: Kiawah 8/31 Public 9/3
Cost: No Charge

Ticketing & Kiawah Property Owner Early Access
All tickets will continue to be available online. Property owners within the Town of Kiawah Island municipal boundaries
are eligible for a 3-day lead time on tickets to select events.
Property owners who previously registered for early access tickets should have already received their 2021-2022
season access code. If you would like to register or did not
receive your code, email your name and Kiawah Island address to Stephanie Braswell at sbraswell@kiawahisland.org.

Safety Precautions
For the time being, events will have reduced capacity. We
will continue to evaluate this policy as the season progresses. We recommend face coverings for individuals who
are not fully vaccinated. The most current CDC guidelines
recommend that fully vaccinated Americans in parts of the
country with "substantial or high transmission" of COVID-19 should return to wearing masks indoors.
We look forward to seeing you soon and will release
the complete season planner in mid - August.

Piano Bar Series (Wednesdays)*
Sept. 22: Gary Pecorella
Oct. 27: Steve Joy Trio
Nov. 10: TBD
The Sandcastle | 5-7 p.m.
No Tickets Required

October
Moranz Entertainment Glorious Gershwin

Sunday, October 3, 2021
West Beach Conf. Center | 7:30 p.m.
Ticket Release: 9/17
Cost: $10

PURE Theatre presents BUYER AND CELLAR a comedy
by Jonathan Tolins

Sunday, October 17, 2021
Turtle Point Clubhouse | 4 p.m.
Ticket Release: Kiawah 9/28 Public 10/1
Cost: $10
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New Town Mobile
App Launched
The Town of Kiawah Island is excited to announce its new iOS
mobile app as a part of our ongoing development of expanded
services and communication efforts.
This new asset is designed to be a helpful resource for residents
and visitors and provide convenient access to community
information, services, and reporting capabilities from mobile devices.
The Town of Kiawah Island app is available now for iOS and iPadOS
operating systems. Download it for free on your mobile device from
the App Store by searching the Town of Kiawah Island.
Exciting features include:
• Detailed beach map with GPS includes boardwalk access,
critical habitat areas, and overlays of the dog leash zones with
tap-to-view descriptions of each zone.
• A consolidated contact list of important community phone
numbers with tap-to-communicate ability that allows users to call
directly from the app.
• Report an issue portal that routes entered requests to the
appropriate Town department or responsible entity for resolution,
even if it’s not a Town service. Users can pin their location, enter
addresses manually, send an image, and provide other data.
• Hospitality directory of lodging, dining, recreation, and shopping
options, including tap-to-communicate features that allow users to
call the business, use GPS for directions, or visit listing websites.
• Quick access to the Town’s wildlife directory that provides
detailed species information on Kiawah wildlife, viewing spots,
and research projects.
• Tide and weather information
• Rules and regulations information
• News - quick access to the latest Town news
• Events - view upcoming Arts & Cultural Events and access
ticketing
The app is only available in the iOS version at this time, but the
Town looks forward to introducing the Android version later this year.
The Town appreciates your feedback on the functionality and the
quality of the app experience. Residents and app users can send
feedback to the Town’s Communications Manager, Stephanie
Braswell, at sbraswell@kiawahisland.org.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Home Screen
Easy to navigate home screen with tide and weather information

Upcoming Events

www.kiawahresort.com
www.freshfieldsvillage.com

Weekly Farmer’s Market
Mondays in August | 4 – 8 p.m.
Pick from the freshest organic produce, local food products, and
Lowcountry crafts all summer long. A list of vendors is available
at freshfieldsvillage.com/event/farmers-market-2021.
Judi Gladden

Town Notes | Q3

Town Office Closures

Monday, September 6, 2021 – Labor Day

Solid Waste Notices
July

Annual solid waste bills mailed. Pay your bill online at
www.municipalonlinepayments.com/kiawahislandsc/utilities.
If you have not received your invoice, please call 843-768-9166.

August

No change in service.

September

Labor Day Week Service Change - Monday’s trash collection
will be collected on Tuesday, September 7. All other collections
move forward one day. No yard debris collection.Twice per week
trash collection ends September 12.

Shag Night on the Dock
Want to go paperless?
If you prefer to read Town Notes digitally and stop receiving
the hard copy, please email sbraswell@kiawahisland.org to be
removed from the mailing list. Please include your name and
mailing address in your request.

Brown Trash Collection
Friday, September 3
All brown trash must be placed on the curb by 7:00 a.m.
to ensure collection. For larger items such as refrigerators,
washers, dryers, etc., please call Carolina Waste at
843-576-1100 to schedule a pickup at an additional cost.
What classifies as Brown Trash? Lawn chairs, grills, folding
or beach chairs, mattresses & box springs (single or twin only),
bicycles, strollers, and small appliances (vacuums, toaster
ovens, toasters, microwaves).

Brown Trash Collection - Friday, September 3 | 7 a.m. See
adjacent article.

Bicycle Collection Cancelled
The Town will no longer be collecting gently used bicycles.
Thank you to all who donated to the previous collections.
If you have questions, contact Julie at
jstaradumsky@kiawahisland.org.
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Stay Connected
Are you subscribed to the Town’s biweekly
email notifications? To be added, send your name and email
address to sbraswell@kiawahisland.org.

We're Social

Tuesdays in August | 6 – 8 p.m.
Join Freshfields Village and Doin’
the Charleston for our Summer
Shag Night Series each Tuesday
evening. Are you a shag dance
pro wanting to dust off your
dancing shoes? Or are you new
to the area and want to learn the
basic steps to the official dance
of South Carolina? Head to the
Lakeside Dock to enjoy beach
music tunes perfect for shagging.

Acoustic Nights on the Green

Summer Dining
Multiple Locations
All resort restaurants now
offer extended summer
dining hours, and seasonal
poolside dining options are
open and offering full menus.
Take advantage of summer’s longer daylight hours by enjoying
a leisurely meal, either indoors or outdoors. Begin making your
dining plans by visiting kiawahresort.com/dining.

Mingo Point Oyster
Roast & BBQ
Mingo Point
876 Kiawah Island Parkway
Mingo Point Oyster Roast
and BBQ is Kiawah Island
Golf Resort’s longest-running
event, a treasured family favorite and genuine Lowcountry
tradition offered every Monday evening all summer long. New
this year, Mingo Point will offer two seatings, with advanced
tickets required: 4:30 – 6:30 p.m. and 7 – 10 p.m. Visit the
resort’s online ticketing site to reserve your spot at kiawahresort.
com/events/mingo-point-oyster-roast-and-bbq.

Thursdays in August | 6 – 9 p.m.
Join Freshfields Village for our August Acoustic Night on the
Green every Thursday, featuring various local acoustic groups.
A full schedule will be available soon. Guests are encouraged to
bring beach chairs and blankets for the complimentary event.

Cars & Coffee
3rd Saturday of the month
9 – 11 p.m.
Arrive in your favorite
ride or stop by the Village
Green to browse unique,
antique, and other cool
cars at our monthly Cars
& Coffee! Coffee and
breakfast will be available
for purchase at Java Java.

Tennis Academy Special Training Weeks
Roy Barth Tennis Center | 1 Sanctuary Beach Drive
Does your family have a highly competitive junior tennis player
who could benefit from an intensive week-long training session?
Consider sending them to the Barth-Hawtin Tennis Academy
at the Roy Barth Tennis Center. In addition to the Full-time
Academy, BHTA is offering special Summer & Fall Training
Weeks. To learn more, visit kiawahresort.com/tennis/tennisacademy/training-schedule.
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providers who specialize in evaluating structure entry points and
perform sealing services. A list of providers is available at www.
savekiawahbobcats.com.
Step 3
Use non-chemical rodent control methods (eliminate food/water
sources, use traps, keep trees trimmed six feet away from your
house, keep pet food and water inside, keep grills clean and
empty grease tray routinely).
Step 4
Pesticides should only be used as a last resort for significant
infestations inside structures and applied for a short time
(typically 10 days). Use only pesticides containing the active
ingredients bromethalin or cholecalciferol in soft bait form.
For more information, please visit
www.savekiawahbobcats.com.

Kiawah Island Bobcat
and Rodenticide Study
The Town of Kiawah Island is excited to announce a new
research project that will begin this winter, collaborating with
Clemson University’s Wildlife and Fisheries Department and
Town Biologists. This Ph.D. research project will take place over
four years and will include three years of intensive fieldwork.
The project’s overall goal is to better understand the health and
future viability of Kiawah’s bobcats and other wildlife, quantify the
impacts from rodenticides, and develop long-term solutions.
The project has five primary objectives as listed below:
Rats and mice are part of living in the Lowcountry and are a vital
component of our local ecosystem, providing critical food for
bobcats, snakes, and birds of prey (eagles, hawks, and owls).
Rodent populations tend to peak during early-mid spring. Rodent
prevention and control are necessary. Since every structure is
different, rodent issues should be addressed on a case-by-case
basis by the owner, property manager, or pest management
company. Listed below are methods that are highly effective and
safe for Kiawah’s bobcats and other wildlife.
Follow Integrated Pest Management (IPM)
Step 1
Identify specific rodent problems and locations by doing a
thorough survey of the property. Only take action if a problem
exists. Seeing a rodent in your yard is not a rodent problem or
infestation.
Step 2
Exclusion (sealing exterior holes and cracks) is the most
effective strategy for eliminating existing and future rodent issues
and protects your home from other problems. All exterior holes,
cracks, or gaps larger than a ½ inch should be sealed using
either hardware cloth, stainless steel wool, or expanding foam
products. If you cannot do this yourself, there are exclusion
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1. Monitor second-generation anticoagulant (SGA) rodenticide
concentrations in bobcats and patterns in bobcat behavior and
survival over the next three years on Kiawah.
2. Assess historical patterns in bobcat behavior and demography
on Kiawah Island over time using existing data.
3. Assess patterns in bobcat diet.
4. Continue monitoring SGA concentrations in small carnivores
other than bobcats over the next three years on Kiawah Island.
5. Quantify rodent species distribution/density and SGA
concentrations on Kiawah Island.
The total anticipated cost of this study is $965,450. Significant
funding has already been secured from Clemson’s Public
Service and Agricultural Department (PSA) and Clemson’s
Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR), totaling $280,000.
Other funding commitments include $125,000 from the Town
and $120,000 from the South Carolina Department of Natural
Resources (SCDNR). Additional funding is anticipated from
the pest control industry, other Kiawah Island entities, and
conservation organizations.
The research team from Clemson, including Meghan Keating
(Ph.D. student), Dr. Greg Jachowski, Dr. Greg Yarrow, and Dr.
Thomas Rainwater, made a presentation to Town Council at their
August 3 meeting. Stay tuned for more updates on this exciting
new project in the coming months.

}

Safe and Effective
Rodent Control

Mayor’s Corner
In the prior editions of Town
Notes, I discussed the
Town’s role in public safety
and essential services. This
edition will discuss our role in
Community Development.
A widely used strategy for monitoring community
development is establishing Development Agreements.
These are contractual agreements between a local
jurisdiction and a property owner that guide both entities
through the development. Development rights on Kiawah
are established by two separate agreements between the
Town of Kiawah and two entities – Kiawah Partners and
Kiawah Island Golf Resort. These agreements intend to
provide assurances to the Town and the developers and
regulate land use, zoning standards, and basic rights
for these entities to develop their property. This process
encourages the developer to make significant investment
commitments based on comprehensive planning. As a
result, developers receive certain vested rights and greater
certainty that their project(s) will be built with confidence,
not burdened from changes in the Town’s zoning ordinances
over the course of development.
The agreements outline the major parameters of the
island’s development and land use. As a result, these
agreements provide the Town and its property owners
certainty about the island’s future growth and character
to ensure that it is developed in a manner reflective of the
original vision of balanced land use from both nature’s and
man’s perspectives.
KIGR Development Agreement - The 2010 Development
Agreement between the Town and Kiawah Island Golf
Resort guides the planning and development for property
holdings of the golf resort. Properties subject to this
agreement include Mingo Point, West Beach Village
properties, East Beach Village and Ocean properties,
Cougar Point, Osprey Point, Turtle Point and Ocean Course
Golf Courses, Ocean Course residential, Willet Island,
and the Utility Tract properties. This development
agreement’s terms have been extended to 2027.
KP Development Agreement - The Town and Kiawah
Island Company (KP) entered into the first development
agreement in 1994, replacing the entitlements outlined
within the original Planned Development District with
Charleston County. In 2005 a new development agreement
was entered between the Town and the developer. This
development agreement updated development patterns and
parameters based on new information and newly developed
neighborhoods since 1994. The current development

John D. Labriola

agreement in place was amended in 2013. This 2013
Amended and Restated Development Agreement guides
planning and development for the remaining property
holdings of the developer. This Development Agreement
terms have been extended until 2026. The primary
properties subject to this agreement include Freshfields,
Beachwalker Office Park, Marsh Point Residual (Cougar
Point), Beachwalker Park, Beachwalker Ocean (Parcel 13),
Captain Sam’s Spit, River Course, Beach Club, and Ocean
Park. The development agreement is consistent with the
Town’s Comprehensive Plan and Land Use Planning and
Zoning Ordinance.
The benefits received by the Town and the community
from these agreements are assurances that adequate
public facilities are in place for future development, such
as roads, infrastructure, and dedicated public open space.
The Town also obtains rights to impose certain conditions,
terms, preservation provisions, restrictions, or requirements
necessary for public health, safety, or welfare in return
for that given certainty to the developer. For example, the
most recent amendment to the Town’s agreement with
Kiawah Partners modified the number of dwelling units that
can be built on Parcel 13 and also placed specific height
restrictions for future development to increase compatibility
with existing neighborhoods and to protect Kiawah’s
beachfront.
The Development Agreements are a critical part of the
Towns Comprehensive Plan. This document presents
a vision for the future by compiling current data and
conditions, long range goals and specific strategies to
govern development, redevelopment and the use of
property within the community. It specifically covers the
pattern and intensity of land use, the provision of public
facilities and services, economic development, housing
availability, along with natural and cultural resources.
The Comprehensive Plan is designed to guide the future
actions of the community. As a plan is reviewed every five
years and updated every 10 years. It is currently in the
review cycle and will be completed this fall. It will be the
focus of our Towns Notes in the 2022 Q1 edition.
If you have questions regarding the specifics outlined in
the Development Agreements, please contact the Town’s
Planning Manager, John Taylor, at jtaylor@kiawahisland.org.
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Prepare for
Hurricane Season

Grow Native Database

Bobcat GPS Update

Using native plants in landscaping has a direct impact on the
ecosystem. Visit our native plant database of trees, shrubs,
perennials, vines, ferns, and grasses, complete with detailed
information on growing conditions, size, flowering information,
salt tolerance, deer resistance, and the wildlife value for each
plant. This database was designed to help promote native plants
on the island and serve as a resource for residents, landscapers,
landscape architects, landscape designers, and other entities.
View the database at www.grownativekiawah.com.

Town biologists have fitted a total of six bobcats with GPS
collars during the 2020-21 trapping season. This included an
adult female in October 2020 and five bobcats (two males,
three females) in January 2021. Despite the loss of Bobcat 767
(an adult female to a vehicle collision in April 2021), biologists
are beginning to see some positive trends in our bobcat
population. This is largely due to the overwhelming support of
residents, businesses, and entities in taking the Town’s Bobcat
Guardian pledge to eliminate the use of toxic second-generation
anticoagulant rodenticides (SGAs).

By Jim Jordan, Town Biologist

Hurricane season runs from June 1 to November 30. The
highest frequency of storms typically occurs from August to
October. NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center predicts a 60 %
chance of an above-normal Atlantic hurricane season this year.
Due to COVID-19, the Town could not host our annual Disaster
Awareness Day again but looks forward to bringing the event
back in 2022.
Property owners should prepare for the season by reviewing their
hurricane plans and local emergency procedures. Preparedness
guides are available online at www.kiawahisland.org/disasterpreparedness, or printed copies are available at the Municipal
Center. As an additional resource, the South Carolina Emergency
Management Division has launched a new interactive website,
hurricane.sc, highlighting the fundamentals of being prepared for
hurricanes and tropical storms.

Rules and Regulations
Consolidated list of
Ordinances for on and off
the beach.

Report an Issue
Routes entered requests
to the appropriate Town
department or responsible
entity for resolution, even if
it’s not a Town service.

Emergency Operations
The National Weather Service’s Charleston office identifies
all storms that present a danger to the area and alerts the
Charleston County Emergency Management Division (EMD).
When a threat is imminent, the EMD activates the County
Emergency Operations Center and conducts daily Tri-County
conference calls with emergency response agencies and
jurisdictions. This joint call provides interagency coordination and
daily updates from the National Weather Service, the National
Hurricane Center, the Governors’ office, and other State &
County emergency response agencies.
The Town’s Emergency Management team participates in the
Tri-County conference calls and disseminates information
to residents. The Town’s Emergency Management team
incorporates officials from the Community Association, Kiawah
Island Golf Resort, Kiawah Partners, Kiawah Island Utility,
Freshfields Village, and all other entities integral to preserving
the safety of island residents and visitors.
Evacuation Procedures
When a hurricane threatens South Carolina’s coast, the
Governor may issue an evacuation order depending on the
storm’s anticipated track. The Governor has the sole authority
to issue an evacuation order. If an evacuation is issued, every
person on the island SHOULD evacuate for their safety.

Beach Map with GPS
Includes boardwalk access,
critical habitat areas, and
overlays of the dog leash
zones, with tap-to-view
descriptions of each zone.
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Hospitality Directory
Lodging, dining, recreation,
and shopping options
including tap-to-communicate
features that allow users to
call, use GPS for directions,
or visit listings website.

What To Expect If I Stay
The Town strongly encourages everyone to comply with an
evacuation order. Residents who do not comply may expose
themselves to life-threatening conditions as a result and
should be aware they may encounter the following emergency
operations procedures:
The Town sets up security checkpoints and, if deemed
necessary, may close the security gate at any time. If you remain
on the island and leave your property for any reason and a
closure happens, you may not be allowed to reenter until the
mayor officially opens back up the island.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

Turtle Patrol Update

Positive trends include:
• The survival rate of collared bobcats this year is 83%,
compared to 25% in 2020 and 33% in 2019.
• Two of our adult females successfully produced kittens this
spring, compared to zero in 2020 and 1 in 2019. Details on the
2021 dens are as follows:
• Bobcat 550 - 4/12/2021 - Two eight to ten-day-old male
kittens. Den along Ocean Course Drive.
• Bobcat 300 - 5/11/2021 - Three 4-day old kittens (two males,
one female). Den in secondary dunes along Flyway Drive.

SGA Testing Update
By Jim Jordan, Town Biologist
On Monday, May 10, Turtle Patrol found Kiawah’s first
loggerhead sea turtle nest of the season. The first sea turtle nest
on South Carolina beaches in 2021 was discovered on May 5
on Seabrook Island.
Current Nest Count (as of August 5): 333
Protect our turtles by remembering:
• Never harass, touch or disturb hatchlings or eggs.
• Take all items with you when you leave the beach and fill in
your holes, as these can be big hurdles for turtles.
• Lights out for Turtles! May - October, all outdoor lighting facing
the beachfront should be turned off from 9 p.m. to dawn.
Also, no use of artificial light (flashlights, cell phone lights) on
the beach at night. It can cause nesting females to abandon
nesting attempts and disorient hatchlings as they make their
way to the ocean.
Nesting efforts are monitored by a group of dedicated resident
volunteers each year. Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for
season highlights.

Town biologists have been collecting and testing bobcats,
raccoons, opossums, and birds of prey for the presence of SGAs
since February 2020. Biologists added alligators to this testing
protocol in 2021. Sixty-four animals have been tested to date (72%
overall exposure rate). Results by species are provided below:
Opossums

Bobcats

7/7 (100%)
Raccoons

22/37 (59%)

12/15 (80%)

Cooper’s Hawk

Alligators

1/1 (100%)

Screech Owl

1/1 (100%)

2/2 (100%)
1/1 (100%)

Roof Rat

These data clearly show just how pervasive SGAs are in the
Kiawah ecosystem. Biologists are beginning to see a potential
decline in SGA levels in exposed animals, but more data is
needed to confirm this trend. Residents are encouraged to report
all animals found sick or dead to Town Hall (843-768-9166, M-F,
8 a.m. – 4 p.m. or 843-259-2137 at any other time) to help with this
important testing effort.
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Beach Monitoring
Report Summary
By Jim Jordan, Town Biologist

The Town’s beach consultant, Coastal Science & Engineering
(CSE), collects data on the condition of Kiawah’s beach each
year and produces a detailed report. The purpose of annual
beach monitoring reports is to describe the current health of
the beaches along Kiawah Island compared to past conditions.
Survey data is collected along the entire island from Stono River
Inlet to Captain Sams Inlet to document sand volume changes.
Profile lines run from the landward side of the seaward-most
dune out to at least 2,500 feet (ft) offshore.
The Town received the 2020 Beach Monitoring Report
report in April 2021. The report showed that Kiawah’s beach
remains one of the healthiest beaches in the State.
Provided below is a summary quote from the 2020 report:
Kiawah Island has now suffered direct impacts from
several storms over the past five years, including
hurricanes Joaquin (2015), Matthew (2016), Irma
(2017), Florence (2018), Michael (2018), and Dorian
(2019). Despite the string of storm impacts, the island
has generally been in a state of beach recovery since
2016. CSE tracks conditions by section of the island
(‘reaches’) in terms of sand volumes in the dunes, along
the visible beach, and in the underwater zone. As of
November 2020, much of the island continued to show
growth of the dry-sand beach and foredune. Along the
entire shoreline from Captain Sams Inlet to Stono Inlet,
the island gained ~255,700 cubic yards of sand from
November 2019 to November 2020.
If you have questions regarding this report, contact Jim Jordan at
jjordan@kiawahisland.org. The full report is available at
www.kiawahisland.org/beach-monitoring-report-summary.
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Ordinance Reminders
The following ordinances
are in place for your
safety and preservation
of our environment.
These ordinances apply
to property owners
and visitors, and Code
Enforcement officers
could ticket anyone found
in violation. The public
should report violations
in progress immediately
so officials can take
corrective action.
Call or text Beach Patrol
at 843-518-2880. Report
off-beach violations to the 24-hour hotline 843-259-2137 or
through the online submittal form at www.kiawahisland.org/
report-a-violation or through our new mobile app.
Island Reminders:
• No open fires or fireworks.
• Never feed, harass, or approach alligators. Never swim or
allow pets to swim in any of the island ponds and stay away
from pond edges. Alligators may be present.
• No clothing or towels are allowed to be draped over deck
railings.
• Bicycles must be stored overnight in an appropriate location
that is not visible from the street.
• Parking on the grass or landscaped areas is prohibited.
Overnight parking must be off the street.
Beach Ordinance Reminders
• Stay off the dunes and use boardwalks.
• No glass, metal shovels, plastic carryout bags, plastic straws,
Styrofoam, balloons, or drones allowed.
• No overnight storage of beach equipment.
• Fill in your holes before you leave the beach.
• May through October - all outdoor beachfront lighting must be
turned off from 9 p.m. to dawn to protect nesting sea turtles.
• No artificial light of any kind is allowed on the beach at night,
including flashlights (handheld or cellular).
• Never approach sea turtles, hatchlings, or nests.
• Seasonal leash ordinances are in effect (detailed below).
Leash Ordinance in Effect (penalties up to $465)
• March 16 through October 31, dogs must be on a leash at all
times, even in the water, from the western boundary of the
Critical Habitat Area (near Beachwalker County Park) to the
eastern boundary of the Beach Club. View map. Electronic
leashes are prohibited, and owners are responsible for
cleaning up after their pets.
View the map at www.kiawahisland.org/beaches or download
the new Town of Kiawah Island iOS mobile app in the app store
to access the beach map easily. For further information, view
our good neighbor brochure at www.kiawahisland.org under the
visitors tab.

HURRICANE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

If conditions warrant, critical public safety services (EMS, Fire,
Law Enforcement) may withdraw their equipment and personnel
or shelter in place and not respond to emergencies until
conditions improve.
Kiawah Island Utility and Berkeley Electric may preemptively
power down their services to protect equipment.
Designated Evacuation Route
Evacuees from Kiawah/Seabrook Islands will take:
• Road S-20 (Bohicket/Main Rd.) to US 17.
• US 17 south to SC 64 to Walterboro, then to North Augusta.
Residents that evacuate before an evacuation order has been
issued will be able to choose their evacuation route. After an
order is issued, residents may be required to take the designated
evacuation route and may not be permitted to deviate.
Post Evacuation Procedures & Re-entry
Once the storm has passed, the following procedures must take
place before re-entry is allowed:
Step 1
Law enforcement, first responders, followed by officials and
authorized personnel, return to the island. Damage assessment
teams are dispatched to quantify the damage and impact on
the community. The initial damage assessment (also called a
windshield survey) is due within 24 hours to Charleston County
Emergency Management and does not include damaged
property not seen from the road. If substantial damage is found
during the initial assessment, teams will conduct an islandwide detailed inspection to evaluate the extent of damage to
structures, infrastructure, and critical resources. That process
could take days or weeks, depending on the storm’s severity.
Step 2
The Governor must lift the evacuation order, but this does not
authorize re-entry to the island.
Step 3
The Mayor of Kiawah Island must give the ALL-CLEAR and
establish the re-entry schedule for residents. Residents may

experience a delay between when an evacuation order is lifted
and when re-entry is allowed. Re-entry will vary depending on
the severity of the storm. Residents will not be allowed back until
damage assessments are complete and the island has been
deemed safe.
The criteria needed for re-entry are 1) primary roads have been
cleared, 2) secondary roads have at least one lane available, and
3) power and water are restored.
Do not attempt to return to the island before Town officials have
given the ALL-CLEAR. The Town will have Charleston County
Sheriff Deputies establish a control point and restrict access. This
restriction of public entry will be in addition to KICA and Deputy
coverage on the island and provide evacuated residents greater
assurance that the island and their homes are secure.
Communication & Emergency Notifications
Residents should monitor communications from the Town and
KICA as their official news source for the island. The Town of
Kiawah Island leads communication efforts in emergencies and
disseminates important detailed notices to the community. As
part of the island’s emergency management plan, KICA and the
Town issue joint emergency communications. The Town utilizes
the methods listed below:
• Town Email Distribution List: Email notifications will be sent to
all residents registered for the Town’s email distribution list. To
be added, visit www.kiawahisland.org/disaster-preparedness
or text TOKI to 42828. If you experience problems signing up,
contact sbraswell@kiawahisland.org.
• CodeRED: Emergency Notification System: The Town
uses CodeRED as an additional method to communicate
to residents in emergencies. Sign up for CodeRED all
severe weather alerts at www.kiawahisland.org/disasterpreparedness. If you are unsure if you are registered, you can
re-register without receiving duplicate notices.
• Town Website: www.kiawahisland.org/latest-news
• Social Media Outlets
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Parkway Improvement Project Completion

2021 Charitable
Grants Awarded
The Town supports various charitable and educational
organizations through its Charitable Grant Fund. Applicants must
be recognized as 501(c)(3), nonprofit or tax-exempt entities
whose services or programs seek to benefit Johns Island and
Wadmalaw Island communities and have demonstrated financial
stability and will utilize the funding within twelve months. Priority
is given to applicants who operate with a large volunteer base,
collaborate with other organizations, leverage funding sources,
and whose primary objectives are social well-being.
This year, the Town received 20 applications totaling $183,223.
In April, Town Council approved the 2021 Charitable Grant
funding for 17 organizations totaling $150K. Funding was
awarded to the following organizations:
Backpack Buddies Seabrook Island
Barrier Island Free Medical Clinic, Inc
Bridges for End-of-Life
Charleston Area Therapeutic Riding
Kiawah Women’s Foundation
Lowcountry Food Bank
New St. James Bethel African Methodist
Episcopal Church
New Webster JIP Food Pantry
Operation Home
Operation Sight
Our Lady of Mercy Community
Outreach Services
Palmetto Project/Begin with Books
Sea Islands Blessing Basket
Sea Island Habitat for Humanity
Sea Islands Water Wellness Mission
Teachers Supply Closet
The Paraclete Foundation of Holy Spirit
Catholic Church

$2,500
$20,000
$2,185
$7,084
$7,000
$9,954
$3,000
$5,000
$8,300
$5,000
$25,000
$6,000
$7,000
$9,000
$25,000
$3,000
$5,000

New Summer PSA videos

The Town recently released two short public service
announcement videos on summer wildlife reminders and
beach regulations. If you missed their release in our e-blast,
they are available on our YouTube channel at www.youtube.
com/c/TownofKiawahIsland under our Summer PSA playlist.
Help spread the word and share these videos with your friends,
guests, or renters.
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State Accommodations
Tax Awards
State Accommodation Tax is 2% tax tourists pay from the rental
charges for accommodations when staying on the island. The
State distributes roughly 85% of the amount it collects from this
tax back to the municipalities where it was collected to put back
into tourism efforts for the community. Revenues from this tax
must be spent on advertising and promotion of tourism-related
activities and expenditures.
The Town selects members from the hospitality and lodging
industries, and from the community at large, to serve on the
Kiawah Island State Accommodation Tax Committee. Each
year, the committee reviews the applications and makes
recommendations to the Ways and Means Committee on how
the Town’s tourism-related funding should be allocated during
the following budget year. Ways and Mean’s recommendations
then go before Town Council for approval. In May, Town Council
approved the following State Accommodation Tax Committee
funding recommendations for FY 2021/2022:
Applicant/Project

Funded

Freshfields Village
Marketing & Advertising Tourism Promotion $58,000
Freshfields Village
Events Promotion

$30,000

Kiawah Island Golf Resort
Public Access Events

$435,000

Andell Inn
Wedding Destination
Marketing & Advertising

$47,764

Town of Kiawah Island
Beach Patrol

$100,000

Town of Kiawah Island
Charleston County Sherriff Deputies

$423,000

Total Awarded

$1,093,764

Total Available

$1,530,000

Remaining Funds

$436,236

The SATAX committee will reconvene later this year to consider
additional applications to allocate the remaining funds.

The Kiawah Island Parkway serves as the gateway to the island
and includes 2.4 miles of roadway between the roundabout
and the main gate. In 2020, the Town began the Kiawah Island
Parkway Improvement Project. Phase one consisted of repaving
the road and incorporating shoulder stabilization material.
Phase two consisted of vast improvements to the landscaping
along the parkway.
Phase two was guided by a special Town committee comprised
of representatives from the Architectural Review Board, the
Community Association, the Kiawah Island Club, and residents.
The committee provided oversight to implement the Town’s
“Grow Native” initiative, which showcases perennials, shrubs,
and trees native to the Lowcountry of South Carolina due to their
role in the ecosystem and aids in the health and longevity of
landscape survival.
The vision was to create an aesthetically pleasing, resilient
landscape that utilizes more than 80% native plants and
incorporate strategies to reduce and filter stormwater runoff,
minimize the use of pesticides, and enhance wildlife habitat.
The Town selected Outdoor Spatial Design to develop
conceptual designs for the project and Artigues Landscape for
construction and installation. Artigues Landscape began work
on the project in September 2020.
After breaking ground, Artigues discovered that the irrigation
system needed more extensive repairs than anticipated and
required replacing significant portions of the existing system.
This discovery delayed the original timeline as well as added
additional costs to the project. The Town and contractors worked
together to resolve these issues quickly.

Phase 2 was completed in late April. Overall, the project
consisted of installing over 16,000 grasses with intermittent
shrubs, pockets of pollinator plants, and trees along the parkway.
Extensive demolition work was done to the roundabout to
provide a cleaner look and remove dead plant material. The new
roundabout design offers clear visibility and colorful pockets of
pollinators in the circle and surrounding finger islands.
In addition, the Town added additional vegetation to create a
thicker buffer between the roadway and the bike path along
the new right turn lane at the Andell tract (staging area for 2021
PGA parking).
The Town looks forward to watching the new landscaping mature
into a beautiful entryway to the island.
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