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The 11th Sea Islands Christmas Bird Count occurred on 4 January 2022.  The count was originally 
scheduled for 3 January but was postponed by one day due to a winter storm that produced sustained 
gale-force winds for much of the day.  The weather for the day of the count was mostly sunny and 
breezy with temperatures ranging from 39° F in the morning to 53°F in the afternoon.   
 
Because the count was postponed only two days before it was scheduled to occur, participation was a 
little lower than normal with 60 total participants.  We had 15 participants in 6 parties on Kiawah Island, 
8 participants in 7 parties on Seabrook Island, 9 participants in 6 parties on John’s Island, 5 participants 
in 3 parties on Wadmalaw Island, and 2 participants in 1 party on Deveaux Bank.  In addition to field 
parties, we had good participation with feeder watchers too.  There were 9 participants at 6 locations on 
Kiawah, 11 participants at 9 locations on Seabrook, 2 participants at 2 locations on John’s Island, and 1 
participant at 1 location on Wadmalaw Island.     
 
The Sea Islands Christmas Bird Count team recorded 18,908 individual birds and 158 different species.  
Kiawah Island recorded 7,311 individuals of the 119 species.  Seabrook Island (including the Freshfields 
territory) reported 3,133 individuals of 121 species.  John’s Island documented 3,575 individuals of 107 
species, Wadmalaw Island had 2,992 individuals of 79 species, and Deveaux Bank noted 1,897 
individuals of 42 species. 
 
Overall bird numbers were below average, however that number can vary wildly from year to year.  All it 
takes is one huge flock of blackbirds or shorebirds to add 10,000 individuals to the total count.  
Unfortunately, that did not happen this year.  Species diversity has been fairly consistent over the years 
ranging between 154-159 in most years.  This year’s 158 species was tied (three times) for the second 
most in the history of the count.  The most species occurred in 2015 with 159.  One of these years we 
will break into the 160’s!    
   

*snowmageddon 
**unofficial - practice run 
 

YEAR # 
PARTICIPANTS 

PARTY 
HOURS 

PARTY MILES # INDIVIDUALS # SPECIES 

2022 60 190.9 288.3 18,908 158 

2021 68 200.8 312.7 44,026 157 

2020 70 168.3 304.7 23,127 156 

2019 74 155.7 274.2 16,571 155 

2018* 35 37.8 84.5 17,157 144 

2017 73 152.6 324.1 38,630 158 

2016 55 143.5 384.3 21,528 158 

2015 45 156.1 363.3 41,096 159 

2014 51 121.0 335.1 24,067 154 

2013 47 106.8 321.0 22,652 146 

2012** 23 27.0 73.0 19,029 132 



Three new species were added to the count this year!  A Bar-tailed Godwit, which was originally found 
at the end of October on the beach at the east end of Kiawah, stuck around all winter so that it could be 
counted on the Christmas Bird Count.  A Western Tanager was discovered visiting a bird feeder on 
Seabrook Island about a week prior to the count.  Thankfully, it also decided to make an appearance at 
the feeders on the day of the count.  A long overdue, Yellow-breasted Chat, was seen around the fields 
behind Freshfields.   
 
Other Species Highlights:  Yellow-crowned Night-Heron, Whimbrel, American Woodcock, King Rail, 
Prairie Warbler, Roseate Spoonbill, Peregrine Falcon, Brown Creeper, Winter Wren, Vesper Sparrow, 
and Painted Bunting.   
 
Notable misses: Mallard, Redhead, Ruddy Duck, Wilson’s Snipe, American Bittern, and Field Sparrow.   
 
I’d would like to thank all the participants and volunteers for continuing to make this event a success.  
Not only is the bird count fun and educational for participants, it also contributes valuable scientific data 
to aid in bird conservation across the country.  Looking ahead to next year, the count will fall within the 
window of January 2-5, 2023.          
 


